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La Mesa, builder nail down agreement 
Development of vacant downtown land moves closer to reality  
Kathie L. Taylor Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: December 11, 1985 
The La Mesa Redevelopment Agency and officials of Commonwealth Companies Inc. have signed the final 
agreement on the construction and scope of La Mesa's downtown redevelopment project.  
"This is a big step. We've waited a long time," Mayor Fred Nagel said last night. "We've been through a lot of false 
starts, but this is not a false start. This is going to happen." 
The city council, which also sits as the Redevelopment Agency, approved the agreement by a 4-0 vote, with 
Councilman Art Madrid absent. 
The agreement spells out financial terms, the proposed scope of development and a timetable for construction on 
the 5.6-acre site, valued in the agreement at $1.3 million, at the corner of Spring Street and La Mesa Boulevard. 
Commonwealth, based in Sorrento Valley, is the fourth developer selected by the city in the past five years to 
build the project. Financing problems scuttled the other developers' plans. 
Although a financial commitment for the $20 million endeavor has not been secured, Frank DeFoe, the president 
of Commonwealth, is confident financing will be obtained. 
"We have submittals to the lenders. We're well under way and we're confident things are progressing as 
scheduled," DeFoe said. 
Commonwealth handed over a $50,000 check to the city of La Mesa after last night's public hearing. The check 
was the balance due on a $100,000 good-faith deposit. 
The project, called La Mesa Village Plaza, is to include a three-story, 30,000-square-foot office building, about 95 
residential units and parking, a 10,000-square-foot office building, an 8,000-square-foot restaurant and a 
landscaped plaza. 
The agreement calls for the land to be transferred to Commonwealth before all construction drawings are 
complete, but the developer first must have financial backing for the project, a signed construction contract and a 
foundation permit for the two largest structures. 
One objection to the project was voiced by A.L. Bludau, representing the First Baptist Church of La Mesa on 
Orange Avenue. Bludau said the project is on the church's property line and church members are faced with 
looking at a six-story wall. 
He also questioned parking for the project. "We've been here for 75 years and we can't get more adequate 
parking," Bludau said. 
Nagel said zero setbacks are allowed in commercial zones. Project architect Lew Dominy said Commonwealth, 
whose officials are negotiating with members of the church, wants to offer the church extra parking on Sundays. 
At the public hearing City Manager Ron Bradley asked DeFoe to explain reports in The Tribune that the company 
had not developed an Arizona project, which he did not name, which it took credit for developing on its application 
with the city. 
The stories identified four projects in Arizona in which developers claimed no knowledge of Commonwealth's 
involvements in the projects. 
"We owned the property and developed it to the extent of obtaining the property ... but then the partnership did not 
proceed with the building," DeFoe said. 
One Arizona developer said DeFoe once owned property he later developed, but disputes DeFoe's claim of 
involvement in another one of his projects also on Commonwealth's list. 
"There is no way Commonwealth (or) DeFoe ... could claim to have had any involvement in our projects, even 
under a different name," Larry Potter, president of Potter Development Co. of Tucson, Ariz., said last month. "All 
of the financing was handled by my company. 
City officials have expressed satisfaction with the company's project history.  
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