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La Mesa awaits annexation study-process could take decade  
Rod Richardson Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: August 4, 1987 
La Mesa's proposal to more than double its territory will have to wait for additional study of the area 
earmarked for eventual annexation.  
The Local Agency Formation Commission decided yesterday to designate for special study the 10 square 
miles of unincorporated land that La Mesa proposed to include in its sphere of influence. The decision 
prevents the annexation of any part of the territory until the study is completed, a process that could take 
a decade. 
Yesterday's action was prompted by La Mesa Mayor Fred Nagel, a LAFCO member, who said the debate 
generated by the proposal indicated a need for further examination. 
A sphere of influence is a city's planning area. LAFCO establishes the sphere, which is an indication of a 
city's future boundaries. State law allows a city to annex only that land that is within its sphere. 
Nagel said his motion to adopt a sphere limiting the city to its existing boundaries was a compromise to 
the LAFCO staff proposal of excluding all of the land in the proposed sphere except a 1-square-mile area 
of Mount Helix. The staff suggested including the portion of Mount Helix, which it said eventually would 
need La Mesa's help to upgrade its sewage system. 
The La Mesa City Council has recommended a sphere that includes Mount Helix and parts of Spring 
Valley, Casa de Oro and Rancho San Diego. 
Organizations and agencies from Spring Valley, Mount Helix, La Mesa and Casa de Oro have debated 
the proposed sphere for several weeks. About 75 people attended the LAFCO hearing yesterday. 
Nagel defended his city planning staff's original proposal by disputing critics who claim La Mesa is 
attempting to grab as much land as it can. He said the city never sought to annex unincorporated land, 
but rather responded to the requests of people who live in the areas in question. 
The county government would lose tax revenue from any areas that La Mesa is allowed to annex. Nagel, 
however, said any loss was 10 to 15 years away and that the revenue reduction was no reason for county 
officials to deny people the right to plan for annexation. 
"There is no rush to annex, and special districts can exist within cities," Nagel said in response to 
statements that special service districts will be dissolved if the sphere is adopted. 
LAFCO Chairman Brian Bilbray, a county supervisor, explained the commission's decision to delay action 
on La Mesa's proposal: "The intent today is to make sure we don't make a permanent mistake." 
It is difficult to determine what people living in the affected areas want, Bilbray said, when they commend 
county services on one hand and then ask for inclusion in La Mesa's sphere on the other. 
Nagel said the study the commission called for could take as many as 10 years to complete.  
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