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La Mesa approves raise in trash-pickup charges  
Karen Kucher Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: June 28, 1990 
When La Mesa residents receive their next trash-collection bill, they may feel a little deja vu.  
For the second time this year, the bill will be higher.  
The La Mesa City Council this week approved rate increases for both residential and commercial trash-
collection services provided by EDCO Disposal Corp. The increases reflect higher fees EDCO will be 
charged at county landfills starting July 1.  
Next month, residents who live in single-family homes will pay $10.05 a month for trash pickup service, a 
65-cent increase from the current rate.  
Trash bills for commercial users will increase between 55 cents and $14 a month, depending on the type 
of service they use.  
Last Jan. 1, trash-collection bills for single-family homes jumped to $9.40 from $7. That increase included 
a 13 percent rate hike requested by EDCO and a $1.50 fee for the city's recycling program.  
In a letter to the city, EDCO President Edward Burr warned that additional increases may be forthcoming. 
A county proposal to charge for dumping based on weight, rather than a per-load fee, could boost 
EDCO's disposal costs another 20 percent to 30 percent, Burr said.  
Administrative analyst Sandra Schultz said the city has asked the county to consider increasing its landfill 
rates only once a year, rather than every six months, to avoid bringing up the unpopular issue so often.  
Although only one resident spoke at the council meeting, Schultz said that cities take "a tremendous 
amount of heat" from residents in raising trash-collection rates.  
Meanwhile, to try to make the trash-billing process more equitable, city staff will continue negotiations 
with EDCO to try to develop a system that would charge users for the amount of trash they generate, 
rather than a flat fee.  
Although several council members indicated they would be interested in such a program, Schultz said it 
probably could not be implemented for at least a year.  
In other action, the council voted 4-1 to move ahead with plans to ask city voters in November to boost 
the city's hotel-motel users tax.  
Under the proposed tax increase, visitors who stay in La Mesa's hotels and motels would pay a 10 
percent tax instead of 8 percent. The increase would bring in an additional $100,000 annually, officials 
said.  
Councilman Art Madrid repeated his objections to the measure, which he called a "Band-Aid" solution to 
the city's fiscal problems. Madrid said a comprehensive plan is needed, rather than a piecemeal 
approach.  
A Chamber of Commerce representative told the council that the local hotel and motel owners were 
opposed to the measure, largely because it would make La Mesa's tax higher than San Diego's, which is 
9 percent.  
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