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La Mesa amphitheater may get $200,000 in state park funds  
Kathie L. Taylor Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: March 13, 1987 
La Mesa has tentatively secured funding for a new amphitheater at Harry Griffen Park, despite falling 
short of contributions from its neighbor, El Cajon.  
La Mesa Mayor Fred Nagel announced Wednesday that the state Department of Parks and Recreation 
has recommended that the park receive $200,000 in grant funds under the 1984 Park Bond Grant 
Program. Funding is anticipated by July 1. 
"We are extremely delighted at this good news," Nagel stated in a press release. "This additional funding 
will make possible the completion of the new amphitheater currently being designed for a five-acre portion 
of Harry Griffen Park." 
Nagel recently appeared before the El Cajon City Council to request a contribution to match the $139,000 
being spent by La Mesa for construction of the amphitheater and park improvements. But he walked 
away with a commitment of only $15,749. 
Money for the amphitheater was to come from a combination of grant funds in the city's capital-
improvement budget and the city of El Cajon, which borders the 50-acre park. 
The La Mesa City Council recently hired a landscape architect at a cost of about $58,000 to design the 
amphitheater at the west end of the park. The design is expected to include a stage and seating area for 
350 people for daytime events such as weddings, jazz concerts and community plays. 
A public meeting for comments on design ideas is scheduled for 7 p.m. April 8 in the La Mesa Community 
Center. 
The park was developed jointly by El Cajon, the Helix Water District, the Grossmont Union High School 
District, the county of San Diego and La Mesa. It is maintained and operated by the city of La Mesa since 
it lies within the city limits. 
The city already has been successful in getting $264,000 in grant funds. 
"We now have a budget of $480,000 which will go toward the construction of the amphitheater," said 
Public Works Director Jim O'Grady. 
Whatever money is left after construction will be used for additional landscaping and improvements on 
the 16 to 20 acres of remaining undeveloped park land, estimated to cost roughly $800,000.  
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