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La Mesa adopts no-smoking rule, allows church school to stay  
Virginia Spiller Staff Writer   
Published: January 12, 1984 
The CityCouncil Tuesday night approved both a no-smoking ordinance and voted to allow the Del Cerro 
Baptist Church school to remain in a residential area.  
Both issues had been highly controversial. 
The no-smoking ordinance prohibits smoking in public places such as markets, department stores and 
financial institutions, and requires no-smoking areas in restaurants and in the work place. 
Lemon Grove is the only East County city that has not approved the ordinance. That city, at present, has 
no plans to consider it. 
The council voted 3-2 to approve the no-smoking ordinance already adopted by the Board of Supervisors, 
the San Diego City Council and a majority of the cities in the county, making only one minor alteration. 
The difference in the La Mesa ordinance is that it will read, "restaurants seating more than 40," rather 
than "more than 20," must provide a no-smoking area. 
Councilman Bill Hill asked for the change, saying he did not see "how a restaurant so small that it can 
only seat 20 can provide an effective no-smoking area." 
Mayor George Bailey and Councilwoman Jerri Lopez voted against the measure. 
Bailey said government has no business getting into the issue of requiring no-smoking areas in private 
businesses. 
The ordinance, as amended, will come before the council later for formal adoption. 
Del Cerro Baptist Church, 5512 Pennsylvania Ave., a residential zone, operates under a special non-
conforming use permit. It was established in 1960. 
Later, it established a 51-pupil pre-school and a 200-student elementary school. 
Some neighbors have complained, for two years or longer, about noise, excessive traffic and parking on 
neighborhood streets and in driveways. 
A major contention of that group was that the non-conforming use permit allowed only the church, making 
establishment of the schools illegal. 
The council unanimously approved continued existence of the schools but prohibited all further 
expansion. 
"We have to recognize what already exists," Bailey said.  
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