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Taxpayers may decide in March whether to finance $25 million in bonds to replace aging police and fire 
stations that the city contends are undersized and unsafe.  
The police and fire departments have outgrown their homes, and the facilities, built in the 1950s and 
1960s, aren't able to withstand a large earthquake, City Manager Sandy Kerl said. 
The measure, which would require approval by a two-thirds majority to take effect, is likely to appear on 
the March 2 ballot. It would be the first municipal bond measure in the city's history. The council will vote 
whether to place it on the ballot at its meeting at 4 p.m. Wednesday in City Hall, 8130 Allison Ave. 
Under the proposal, the city would repay the debt over 35 years with new assessments that would be 
collected on property tax bills twice a year. A typical single-family homeowner would pay an average of 
$36 a year. 
Similar to property taxes, the charges would be based on the assessed value of the property, said Bruce 
Kerns, the city's financial consultant. 
The general-obligation bonds would be sold in two chunks: about $12.9 million in May and an additional 
$12 million in November 2006. A citizens oversight committee would be created to monitor spending, 
which the city says would pay only for new facilities and improvements. 
The police station would cost an estimated $17 million. The station probably would be built next to City 
Hall, but that site has not been given final approval, Kerl said. 
City consultants estimate that the fire department headquarters would cost about $6.6 million and would 
be built at Allison and University avenues, the department's home since 1952. 
An additional $811,000 would be used to renovate fire station No. 13, which was built on Grossmont 
Boulevard in 1962. 
The new main fire and police facilities would include an emergency operations center, which would be 
used to coordinate responses to large emergencies that require police, fire and other city services. 
The recent fires underscored the need to modernize and expand emergency services, Mayor Art Madrid 
said. 
"With the incident that just occurred, I can't imagine that anyone would not see this as a priority," he said. 
The main station originally housed one engine company and three firefighters who responded to about 
300 calls a year. 
Now the station is home to five pieces of equipment and about 10 firefighters and paramedics who 
respond to 2,500 calls a year. The station is so small that two fire units must be parked outside, which 
Fire Chief Doug Matter said slows response times. 
The police headquarters was built in 1966 to serve about 18 employees. The 17,000-square-foot facility 
now serves four times that number, Police Chief Cliff Resch said. An old gun range occupies about 5,500 
square feet of the building and is unusable because it is contaminated with lead, he said. 
Planning for the facilities has been in the works for more than a year, and included dozens of 
presentations on the projects to civic, business and church groups. 
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