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Ill health forces LM council member Hill to resign  
Christopher Reynolds Staff Writer   
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City Councilman Bill Hill, suffering from a muscular disease that continues to worsen, will step down and 
be replaced by an appointee later this year.  
"I've just been getting weaker and weaker," Hill said yesterday, adding that resigning will allow him "to pay 
more attention to myself, my health and my family." 
Hill, 56, announced his resignation at Tuesday night's council meeting. His colleagues then voted to 
appoint a replacement to finish his term, which expires in November 1986. 
"It was much more difficult for me to give up my council seat than it was to give up my job," said Hill, 
remembering his departure six years ago from an executive position at General Dynamics. 
That step, like the more recent one, was brought about by Hill's affliction -- amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, 
also known as Lou Gehrig's disease. 
Hill said he set his sights on local government soon after his retirement from the private sector, reasoning 
that "it would be a good idea to do something for the city." 
In February 1981, he was appointed to the City Council, and in November of the following year he was 
elected to the job. Hill said yesterday that he expects to stay in the position until a council-chosen 
successor is ready step in, which he expects in about October. 
"You couldn't ask for a better guy to work with," said La Mesa Mayor George Bailey yesterday. The two 
first worked together more than 20 years ago at General Dynamics, and were united again in the 1970s 
when Hill served on the La Mesa planning commission and Bailey was a council member. 
"He always did his job and played fair," Bailey said. "We're sure as hell going to miss him on the council."  
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