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Helix Water District will raise rates 16% to offset declining revenues  
William Polk Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: May 3, 1991 
Faced with falling revenues and a projected 16 percent increase in operational costs, directors of the 
Helix Water District have voted to increase water rates, effective July 8.  
The increases will be applied to all 53,000 water meters in the district, which serves about 250,000 
people in La Mesa, El Cajon, Lemon Grove and parts of Spring Valley.  
"Water sales by the Helix Water District were down 30 percent in recent months due to conservation, and 
overall we're projecting a revenue decline of $1.689 million for the fiscal year ending June 30," said 
Donald Kuhl, district treasurer and administrative manager.  
"Add to that the 40 percent increase in the cost of water purchases being imposed by the Metropolitan 
Water District and the County Water Authority, and it becomes clear that the board had no choice but to 
increase water rates."  
Average single-family residential customers, using 35 units of water or an average of about 436 gallons 
per day in a bimonthly billing period, would see a minimal increase on their bills, going to $50.54 from 
$48.13, Kuhl said.  
But under the same plan, all other customers, including those in multiunit dwellings such as apartments 
and condominiums, schools, commercial businesses and other heavy users of water, will see 
substantially greater increases ranging from 16 percent to 30 percent, depending on the amounts of water 
used, according to Robert Friedgen, the district's general manager.  
He said customers in those categories all will pay a flat $1.35 per water unit instead of the current two-
tiered rate schedule of 90.4 cents per water unit for the first 20 units, and $1.04 per water unit over that. 
One water unit is 748 gallons of water.  
In addition to those increases, Kuhl said, there would be a districtwide increase in the basic service 
charge, the fee for providing water service, of 4 percent or 5 percent, depending on the size of individual 
meters. About $15.25 might be the top service charge on billings, he said.  
"Despite the fact that the March rains allowed the County Water Authority to scale back water use from a 
50 percent reduction to a 20 percent cut," he said, "we'd like people to understand that conservation is 
still the name of the game."  
Kuhl said for that reason the Helix board voted to adopt a rate-increase plan containing a tiered rate 
structure designed to encourage continued water conservation, with the heaviest domestic and 
commercial water users bearing the largest share of the overall projected 16 percent rise in operational 
costs.  
He said there would be virtually no change in rates for individuals on the lower end of the water 
consumption scale. A person whose bill showed a bimonthly water use of 10 units or less would have a 
"zero" increase in rates, and a customer showing a water use of 11 to 35 units per bimonthly billing period 
would have only a 1-cent per unit rate increase.  
Excessive use of water and other repeated violations of established conservation in the Helix Water 
District can result in penalties of up to $1,000, and even a shutoff of service in some extreme situations, 
officials said.  
Under current conservation measures, residents are being asked to reduce water use by 20 percent.  
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