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Helix Water District modifies formula for basing allocations  
William Polk Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: March 29, 1991 
The Helix Water District, spurred by complaints from owners of apartment properties and other multiple-
unit dwellings, has modified its formula for basing water allocations to those properties.  
The new formula was announced this week at a public hearing at district headquarters in La Mesa. Some 
property owners said they were still unhappy with the modified plan. 
Under the formula, owners whose billing histories showed excessive water use would have to cut back 
usage by 50 percent and would be subject to penalties that could triple the costs of water service. Those 
costs probably would be passed on to tenants. 
But properties with a billing history of water conservation would get up to a 70 percent allocation of past 
usage. 
The apartment plan would go into effect when the overall Helix water conservation plan is enacted. Helix 
directors decided yesterday to delay adoption of the conservation ordinance mandating 50 percent 
cutbacks, pending further action by the County Water Authority. 
Basically, the apartment plan would set up the same 20-water-unit baseline usage now required for 
single-family dwellings, but would add an additional 10 water units for each apartment unit within a 
complex. 
One water unit is 748 gallons, and 20 water units for bimonthly billing purposes would amount to about 
250 gallons a day, Helix directors have said. 
To protect smaller users, such as duplexes, customers would be allocated up to 70 percent of their usage 
during an 18-month period in 1989-90. 
Donald Kuhl, Helix Water District's administrative manager, said the formula was reached by a study of 
water usage at 12 multiple-dwelling complexes served by the district. 
Robert Friedgen, district general manager, said the study confirmed that apartment dwellers and 
residents of other multiple-dwelling units generally use less water than residents of single-family housing.  
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