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Helix Water District backs prosecution of water wasters  
Donald Coleman Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: May 26, 1988 
East County water users face criminal prosecution if they violate conservation rules approved by Helix 
Water District directors.  
A four-state water conservation plan adopted by the directors yesterday calls for misdemeanor 
prosecutions of violators. 
Those convicted could receive up to 30 days in jail and a $1,000 fine, said Wallace Peck, district legal 
counsel. Peck said the district's authority for the prosecutions is the California Water Code, Section 377. 
The conservation plan is the district's first. Several cities in the county, including San Diego, have adopted 
similar rules for water conservation during droughts and emergencies. 
The County Water Authority in the past several weeks has asked residents to cut usage by 10 percent 
this summer because of water shortages in Northern California, a major source of water for this area. 
Robert Friedgen, Helix general manager, said he thinks the district this summer will issue a Stage II or 
Stage III water alert and warning about possible shortages. 
Under the four-stage conservation plan, Stage I is the normal condition. Stage IV is a "water emergency," 
a major failure of the distribution system because of an earthquake or other catastrophe. 
In a Stage III "water warning," home washing of cars and hosing of driveways and other parking areas 
would be banned, as would watering public and private landscaped areas. 
Shirley Massie, district public education coordinator, said that when a stage is declared, the district will 
advertise the announcement. 
Water users will be informed of the conservation plan through mailings in the district's bimonthly billings, 
Massie said. 
The district expects most users to comply with the plan. 
"About 98 percent of the people will shut off their hoses when told that the district is in a Stage III alert," 
Massie said. "But there will be some who'll say, 'Buzz off. It's my water and I can do what I want.' 
"The district can restrict their water flow and shut off the meter and request a citation through the local 
police departments," Massie said.  
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