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Helix Water Dist. rates to increase 5% to 8.5% more in 4 communities  
Carmen Valencia Staff Writer   
Published: April 28, 1988 
Water rates will increase by an average of 7 percent for residents in La Mesa, Lemon Grove, El Cajon 
and Spring Valley beginning July 1.  
Board members of the Helix Water District -- which serves the 220,000 customers in the four East County 
communities -- yesterday voted 4-1 to approve the rate increase. 
Donald Kuhl, administrative manager for the district, said most residential customers will experience a 5.7 
percent increase over a two-month period, from $40.86 to $43.19. 
District officials said the rate increase is necessary to help offset the increase in cost of water it purchases 
from the San Diego County Water Authority. The increase also will fund capital improvements for district 
facilities. 
The authority, which distributes water to 24 water districts in the county, will be raising the rates it charges 
agencies for water to help pay for $600 million worth of improvements to its facilities. The Helix district will 
be responsible for $60 million of that cost. 
The rate increase will range from 5 percent to 8.5 percent, depending on the amount of water that is used 
and the size of the water meter. 
The escalating rate structure would charge large water users more and reward those who conserve 
water. 
The base charge for a 5/8 -inch meter will increase from $11.50 to $12.90. The first 20 units of water, 
which is 14,960 gallons, will remain 83.9 cents per unit. For 21 units or more, a rate of 90.1 cents per unit 
will be charged. Each unit equals 748 gallons of water. 
The reason there will be no increase for the first 20 units of water is because the district would like to 
reward those who use less water and encourage water conservation. 
Board member Harold Ball voted against the measure, saying it was premature to put a conservation 
measure in place since there is not a current water shortage. 
"This is solely to begin a conservation ethic without an acute water shortage at the present time," Ball 
said. "I can't see how you can come up with a sociological reason for levying a water charge." 
Other board members countered that the district does have a need for additional funds and that there is a 
need for water conservation even if there is not a water shortage. 
"The sooner, the better. Let's bite the bullet and get it done," said board member H. Warren Buckner. 
There was no stated opposition to the rate increase made by residents.  
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