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Helix water board censures member 
Letter to senator prompts action  
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The Helix Water District board censured board member Joel Scalzitti yesterday, although members directed more 
of their anger at a member of a neighboring water board than at Scalzitti.  
Helix board members accused Dan McMillan of the Padre Dam Municipal Water District board of working behind 
the scenes to influence Scalzitti, including helping him with a letter to a state senator that resulted in the censure. 
Scalzitti's letter to state Sen. Jim Costa, D-Fresno, was written on Helix letterhead. In it, he asked that the water 
district be included in a bill eliminating the requirement that board members be landowners. 
Scalzitti was sued this year by former board member John Linden, who was defeated in the November 2000 
election. Linden claims Scalzitti should be removed from his seat because he is not a landowner. The suit is 
pending. 
Scalzitti said he had an unrecorded interest with his mother in an El Cajon property where he now lives. After the 
suit was filed, Scalzitti had his interest in the property recorded. 
Helix is one of five irrigation districts in the county. Candidates for an irrigation district sign a statement certifying 
that they are a landowner and a resident of the district division for the board seat they are seeking. 
The lawsuit against Scalzitti rippled throughout the other county irrigation districts. Santa Fe Irrigation District 
board member Kenneth Wood resigned his seat in June because he was not a landowner when he was re-
elected to the board in 2000. 
At the South Bay Irrigation District, board member Jim Doud is not a landowner, but the board does not plan to 
take any action until the lawsuit involving Scalzitti is resolved, said board president Steve Wolniewicz. 
"No one was even aware of it," he said. "Nobody goes and looks up every little idiosyncrasy of the law." 
At the Lakeside Water District -- which is also an irrigation district -- board member Jerry Seifert realized he was 
not a landowner because he owns a mobile home but not the property it sits on, said general manager Bob Cook. 
The Lakeside district asked Sen. Costa to sponsor a bill that would have allowed the board to pass a resolution 
eliminating the landowner requirement. The measure would have applied only to the Lakeside board. 
Scalzitti learned about it and wrote to Costa Aug. 12 asking that Helix be included in the bill. He said he was 
expressing only his own opinion in the letter. 
When Helix board president James Lewanski found out about the letter, he told the senator the Helix board had 
not taken any action regarding the proposed bill. The board then moved to sanction Scalzitti. 
Yesterday, Scalzitti apologized to his colleagues, but he noted that there was no policy preventing a board 
member from writing a letter on Helix stationery. 
"My wrongdoing was not intentional," he said. 
He said he felt strongly that those who don't own land should be allowed to run for the board. 
Padre Dam's McMillan spoke at the meeting in Scalzitti's support, as did Scalzitti's father, Augie Scalzitti, who is 
president of the Padre Dam board. McMillan said the younger Scalzitti used his fax machine to send the letter to 
Costa. 
Helix board member Harold Ball bristled at McMillan's involvement in Scalzitti's letter. 
"Dan regards himself as a kingmaker. If he tells Joel to jump, he says how high?" Ball said. "We are not going to 
allow another individual to be quarterback of our team." 
In an interview after the meeting, Lewanski said Scalzitti was a puppet for McMillan, describing the two as 
"Pinocchio and Gepetto." He said McMillan repeatedly interferes in Helix's business. 
"I've told him butt out," Lewanski said of McMillan. "You stay out of Helix Water District." 
McMillan said he did nothing improper and hasn't exerted any influence over Scalzitti. 
Board member Barbara Barber said McMillan acted unethically and was seeking to circumvent the authority of the 
Helix board. The board then approved her motion on a 4-1 vote, with Scalzitti dissenting, to send a letter to the 
Padre Dam board regarding Scalzitti's letter. 
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