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Race for 2nd District heats up 
Fordem faces stiff opposition from La Mesa mayor  
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Published: April 15, 1984 
Supervisor Paul Fordem is trying to buck a trend with his bid for reelection to the sprawling 2nd District on the Board of 
Supervisors.  
Since 1968, no supervisor has represented the East County district for more than one term. Twice, incumbents decided 
not to run for reelection and in 1980, incumbent Lucille Moore lost to Fordem. 
With a campaign fund of more than $50,000 and backing from many of the region's powerful Republicans, Fordem has a 
head start toward reelection. But he will not slide into office unopposed. 
Backed by 18 of the 25 East County city council members, La Mesa Mayor George Bailey is challenging Fordem. A late 
start initially hind ered Bailey's fund-raising efforts, but recently, a $125-a-person fundraiser attracted more than 200 
supporters to Anthony's restaurant in La Mesa. 
There are a number of parallels in the two men's lives. 
Each spent his youth in Ohio and moved to San Diego as a teen-ager. Both have lived in La Mesa for more than 30 years. 
Both were elected to the La Mesa City Council and appointed mayor before winning reelection to the post. Both are 
Republicans. 
The two, however, have never been friends. 
Bailey, 64, said he considers Fordem "a nice man" but not a good legislator. 
"The problem with Paul is that he didn't always do his homework," said Bailey. "When he was mayor of La Mesa, I made 
things happen despite him." 
Fordem's campaign is not concentrating on Bailey. Instead it is trying to portray him as a front for Moore. 
"Bailey is having a hard time getting any money and it's all coming from Lucille Moore's people," said Fordem campaign 
worker Stanwood Johnson, an unsuccessful candidate for the 4th District seat in 1982. "We knew all along that one of 
them was going to run against Paul. It was only a matter of who." 
Also running for the 2nd District seat is Herman W. "Rock" Kreutzer, a Democrat and owner of the popular and 
controversial Big Oak Ranch. 
He is not expected to draw enough money to wage a strong challenge against Fordem. He is, however, expected to 
attract voters disenchanted with supervisors who come from the urban, western part of the district. 
Conventional, cordial and painstakingly polite, Fordem always wears an American flag in his lapel. 
He was born in Galion, Ohio, in 1930 and moved to Florida at age 9 after his father, a grocer, became ill. The family then 
moved to Arizona, where his father went to work for Ryan School of Aeronautics as a fire chief. In 1943, Fordem's father 
was offered a job with Teledyne Ryan Aeronautical in San Diego. 
Fordem, 53, graduated from Point Loma High School. He attended San Diego City College for two years, married his high 
school sweetheart, Pat, and settled down to a career at Home Federal Savings and Loan. 
The couple moved to La Mesa after they married in 1950 and Fordem began to get involved in community activities, such 
as Little League and Junior Achievement. They had a daughter and a son, who now both live in East County with their 
families. 
In 1972, he ran for the La Mesa City Council and in 1974 was appoint ed by the council to fill the vacant mayoral post. In 
1978, he was reelected as mayor of La Mesa. 
In 1980, Fordem surprised the political establishment by beating Moore in the race for the 2nd District supervisorial seat. 
He was helped by evangelical Christians, conservative Republicans and a scandal involving illegal campaign contributions 
to Moore. (Moore was cleared by the district attorney's office of any wrongdoing, but two construction company officials 
were convicted of making illegal contributions.) 
The race was bitter. Campaign forums focused on moral issues as Moore was often questioned about her liberal social 
beliefs. 
Fordem emphasized his stands against abortion, gay rights, the Equal Rights Amendment and sex education. He 
attacked the Board of Supervisors for a $283,000 grant to Planned Parenthood for counseling services. He portrayed 
Moore as a free-spending liberal whose beliefs did not reflect those of her East County constituents. 
Fordem denies he holds grudges against those who do not support his candidacy. But he and his campaign are trying to 
paint Bailey and his supporters as a small group of malcontents who supported Moore in 1980. 
"There are a few people who have never accepted the results of 1980," Fordem said. "One of the motivating forces behind 
George Bailey's candi dacy is Lucille Moore. She has never accepted the defeat and I'm sorry for that." 
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Bailey supporters are angry at Fordem's efforts to shift the empha sis to Moore. They believe it is an attempt to avoid the 
issues and in stead exploit a platform that served him well four years ago. 
"He is no longer the new kid on the block," said Moore, who is supporting Bailey. "He can't hide saying, 'I'm new. I didn't 
know any better.' He is now the incumbent and he has to fight issues, not me." 
Fordem lost more than a few battles to then-Supervisor Roger Hedgecock during his first two years on the board, but has 
since managed to reverse eome of those votes. 
One of his biggest victories was convincing the board to eliminate a requirement that new housing developments have 
hiking and riding trails. Hedgecock had convinced the board to approve the hiking trails on a 3-2 vote. But after 
Hedgecock was elected mayor, Fordem persuaded the board to drop the requirement. 
One of Fordem's budget suggestions was to eliminate the county's Office of Management and Budget. But the county 
Grand Jury, the Chamber of Commerce and other observers have concluded that while this action may have saved some 
money, it has had a crippling effect on county government's operation. 
Fordem said he is also proud of the steps he has taken to solve the East County flooding problem. Los Coches Creek has 
been cleared out several times, he said, and the city of San Diego, at his request, has lowered the water level of its dams. 
Fordem's critics, however, believe his efforts were not as significant as the lighter rain patterns. 
Many believe that Fordem's ideas spring from his aide and campaign manager, Jim Sills. 
Sills, who often works seven-day weeks for Fordem, said he does not believe he is any more valuable to Fordem than his 
other aides. But county observers believe Sills has more power than Fordem's other assistants and wields it freely. 
On several occasions, Sills has taken action on Fordem's behalf without his knowledge. During a federal court hearing, 
Fordem testified he signed a letter written by Sills without reading it. 
In a suit brought by the Chicano Federation charging that the county's personnel director Victor Nieto had been unfairly 
demoted, Fordem could not remember why he thought Nieto's performance was substandard. He apologized repeatedly 
and, several times, said he was embarrassed for his memory loss. 
After the day in court, Fordem fell ill with ulcers and was absent from the county for about a month. He said he is now fully 
recovered and expects to wage an active campaign. Nicknamed "Steady George," Bai ley wears the same crewcut he has 
sported since World War II. 
Born in Dayton, Ohio, he moved to San Diego with his family in 1933. His father, the late Russel Bailey, was personnel 
director for the city of San Diego. 
Bailey graduated from Grossmont High School in 1937 and San Diego State University in 1941, with a degree in 
economics. He played football as a lineman in high school and college. 
Bailey applied for a commission in the Navy during World War II, but was drafted by the Army. He was allowed to transfer 
to the Navy and became a lieutenant serving on an ammunition ship in the Pacific. 
In 1943, he married Elaine Kelley and they had two sons. The Baileys now have four grandchildren. 
After World War II, Bailey operated a florist and gift shop in La Mesa for seven years. He then worked for 17 years with 
General Dynamics and 10 years with Rohr. At the age of 58, he retired and now works as a management consultant and 
dabbles in wood-carving. 
Bailey was first elected to the La Mesa city council in 1960. In 1981, when Fordem was elected supervisor, Bailey was 
appointed to fill his post as mayor. In 1982, Bailey ran successfully for the mayoral slot. 
Known for his dry sense of humor, Bailey is credited by his supporters for being a soft-spoken, hard-working councilman. 
"The reason Fordem can't attack George is because he has a fine record and he is a fine fellow," said La Mesa City 
Councilman Fred Nagle. 
"My impression in seeing both Paul and George at work in city government is that George is a much harder worker," said 
La Mesa Vice Mayor Bill Hill. "He gets into depth and detail. He goes beyond his job." 
They point to his involvement in community activities. Bailey now sits on the San Diego Association of Governments 
(SANDAG) and is president of the San Diego Convention and Visitors Bureau. He has been president of the California 
Association of Governments and helped found the East County Economic Development Council. 
Even among Fordem's supporters, few have negative things to say about Bailey. But Bailey's critics maintain he has few 
detractors because he has not done very much. 
"George is too much of a nothing to have animosity directed toward him," said Stanwood Johnson. "No one knows him. 
He hasn't done anything." 
Johnson believes the "Lucille Moore clique" picked Bailey to run against Fordem because he is the least controversial 
among the group. 
But Bailey's campaign workers disagree. 
"The campaign is about George, it's for George, it is George," said Nagle. 
Bailey points to his accomplishments on the city council as evidence of his leadership qualities and suita bility for the job 
as supervisor. 
He fought for construction of a high-rise apartment building for senior citizens in La Mesa, which Fordem opposed. 
He was instrumental in getting the state Department of Transportation, during the Brown administration, to extend 
Highway 125. 
And he has supported La Mesa downtown redevelopment, expansion at Grossmont Center and construction of a new 
community center. 



"I've done a good job in La Mesa," Bailey said. "I have not been an isolationist. This time Paul Fordem has to be on the 
defensive." 
Bailey said he believes he will appeal to a different constituency than Fordem. 
"One of Paul's problems is that he has made the race partisan," said Bailey. "I have support on both sides. I'm not quite as 
far to the right as Fordem, so I have that support." 
He has attacked Fordem for the being a part of county government's problems and recently began writing a series of 
position papers describing his stand on many of the issues facing county government. 
On SANDAG, Bailey faults the county for not being a member of the regional planning body. On the division of property 
taxes between the county and the cities, Bailey said it is not fair that North County cities get at least 10 percent more than 
East County cities. 
He believes the Board of Supervisors must establish a set of goals and policies and chides the board for not paying 
attention to area planning groups. 
Bailey calls Fordem's suggestion to eliminate the Office of Management and Budget "penny wise and pound foolish" and 
is particularly critical of the board for not exhibiting the type of leadership necessary for smooth operation of county 
government. 
"The current board is handicapped because they were in office when everything started going wrong," Bailey said. "It is a 
handicap I won't have." 
Rock Kreutzer bought the Big Oak Ranch in 1974 after six previous owners failed to make a success of the county-
western entertainment facility. 
Before buying the ranch, the former karate instructor and father of five owned gas stations in the South Bay and East 
County for 15 years. 
Kreutzer, 47, has been fighting county government almost since the day he opened the facility and blames the county for 
such events as the break-up of his second marriage and his filing for bankruptcy. 
While previous owners had been content to keep the ranch as an amusement center with Frontier Town as its main 
attraction, Kreutzer had a dream of turning it into a showcase for county-western's top bands. 
But with his first concerts came his first problems. In 1976, the Sheriff's Department won a preliminary injunction barring 
Kreutzer from holding outdoor concerts. The next year, he was sentenced to two months probation after pleading guilty to 
contempt of the earlier court order. 
An emotional man given to dramatic displays, Kretuzer broke out in tears at the Superior Court hearing after telling the 
judge he had not held a concert at the ranch, but that patrons had broken out spontaneously in song. 
In 1977, Kreutzer was also convicted of contributing to the delinquency of minors by serving beer to underaged patrons, 
but the conviction was overturned on appeal when it was ruled the jury had not received proper instructions. In 1978, 
Kreutzer was again charged with contributing to the delinquency of minors, but was acquitted. 
In May 1983, Kreutzer filed for bankruptcy, listing debts of $569,128. 
Three months later, the Board of Supervisors administered what seemed to be the final blow to the ranch when it voted to 
revoke its entertainment permits and order closure of Frontier Town, alleging violations of health and safety codes and 
zoning laws. 
Kreutzer vowed to run against Fordem the day the closure was ordered. 
"Well, they flushed me down the drain," he said then, "and I think Mr. Fordem flushed himself down the drain politically." 
Kreutzer fought the county's order and last October, won a victory when a Superior Court judge ruled the county's 
entertainment licensing requirements unconstitutional. He is still fighting the county's order to shut down the ranch's 
amusement attractions.  
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