
 

Fordem, Bailey agree on some issues, not all  
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On the surface, incumbent 2nd district Supervisor Paul Fordem and his strongest challenger, La Mesa Mayor 
George Bailey, seem as though they would agree on most issues.  
Both are Republicans who have spent most of their adult lives in East County and both are older, white men who 
sport conservative haircuts and clothes. 
But while Fordem has taken a hard-line stance on most issues, the crew-cutted Bailey -- who describes himself as 
"not as far to the right" as Fordem -- has come off as the comparative liberal. 
Fordem has emphasized his budget-cutting recommendations, his fight against crime, his tough stand on unions 
and public employees and his efforts to control flooding. 
He also has concentrated on his record, using it as the cornerstone of his campaign. 
At a recent candidates' forum in Harbison Canyon, Fordem referred repeatedly to his record while answering 
questions on such topics as fire protection, public employees, county landfills and whether East County is getting 
its fair share of property taxes. 
Like most challengers, Bailey has spent more time attacking Fordem's record than discussing his 24 years on the 
La Mesa City Council. 
Bailey has accused Fordem of exaggerating his successes, specifically in the areas of flood control and the 
county budget. He has faulted Fordem for insulating himself and not working with the cities on issues facing the 
district. 
Bailey also has tried to portray himself as the voice of reason -- less strident in his views than Fordem and more 
willing to cooperate with others, especially other government agencies. 
A third candidate, H.W. "Rock" Kreutzer, owner of the Big Oak Ranch entertainment center, has not addressed 
the specific issues in the same detail as the other two candidates. He has tried to set himself apart as the 
candidate of the people, someone who will make decisions based on the wishes of his constituents. 
On specific issues, here is where the candidates stand: 
o Fire Protection -- Fordem was unable to convince his fellow supervisors to go along with him to have the county 
continue providing fire protection for the unincorporated areas. However, he has stressed that he convinced the 
board to extend funding to the rural fire districts for two years longer than originally planned. He also has 
emphasized that he persuaded the board to donate fire equipment to the volunteer fire departments. 
Bailey has chided Fordem for encouraging the formation of 10 rural fire districts that must now exist on 
inadequate state funds. Bailey said he will try to consolidate the districts and convince the county to allocate more 
money to help the rural departments. 
Kreutzer advocates spending more in state funds on fire protection by shifting funding from libraries. 
o Flood Control -- Fordem has emphasized that he secured $25,000 in flood control funds for an annual cleanup 
of Los Coches Creek. He also obtained $150,000 to install an electronic flood warning system and asked the city 
of San Diego to lower its dam levels. 
Bailey has contended Fordem's actions have had no effect on the flooding problem. He has attributed the lack of 
flooding solely to the fact that is has not rained. Bailey said he would work more actively to get state and federal 
funds to build facilities that will solve the flooding problem. 
o San Diego Association of Governments -- Fordem believes the county, rather than SANDAG, should be the 
regional planner. He has stopped short of advocating that the county not rejoin SANDAG. Bailey, who is La 
Mesa's representative on SANDAG, recommends that the county rejoin the association of local cities. 
o Proposed county charter changes -- Fordem supports proposed changes in the county's charter that will give 
the chief administrative officer more power. He has not decided whether to support a recommendation for a 
county mayor. 
Bailey does not support an elected county mayor because he believes it will lead to power struggles between the 
city of San Diego and the county. He believes the chief administrative officer should have more power, but also 
believes the board may be rushing changes by pushing for a November ballot measure. 
Kreutzer believes the chief administrative officer should be allowed to operate without interference from individual 
board members. 
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o East County extension of the San Diego Trolley -- Fordem initially was less than enthusiastic about the 
extension, but became supportive after an advisory vote of East County residents showed a majority favored it. 
Bailey has neither endorsed nor opposed the trolley extension. Kreutzer believes if the people want the trolley, 
they should have it. 
o Crime -- Fordem traditionally has supported law enforcement as the county's number one priority. He was 
instrumental in getting the Alpine substation built. 
Bailey also has placed a strong emphasis on law enforcement and stresses his proposal to create a criminal 
justice council. 
Despite run-ins with the sheriff over the operation of his ranch, Kreutzer said he has raised money for the sheriff's 
helicopters and believes in law and order. 
o Growth -- Fordem has gained a reputation for approving most new developments, but he has also been known 
to reject some, especially those opposed by local community groups. 
Bailey has described his position by saying, "I'm not anti-growth, I'm controlled growth." He said growth should 
pay for itself, but only to a reasonable extent. 
Kreutzer is pro-growth. He said he believes a man should be able to do what he pleases with his property without 
interference from the government. 
o Homosexuals as sheriff's deputies -- Bailey, while saying he does not believe the sheriff has the right to probe 
into an employee's private life, said he will back Sheriff John Duffy's decision not to hire homosexuals. 
Fordem said it is the sheriff's responsibility to run the department and he supports Duffy's position. Kreutzer also 
agrees with the sheriff.  
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