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City Council members are disgruntled with Supervisor Paul Fordem for allegedly misleading voters with a political 
advertisement in which he takes credit for flood-control improvements here.  
Although they do not plan to take a position as a council, the five complain that in an ad published in a local 
newspaper, Fordem incorrectly claims responsibility for bringing more than $372,000 in federal flood grants to the 
community in 1982. 
Councilman Bob Emery said he is talking with council members about writing a letter to Fordem "setting the 
record straight." All five said they would sign such a letter. 
And all five have gone on record supporting Fordem's opponent in the June 5 election, La Mesa Mayor George 
Bailey. 
"They're obviously not my fans," said Fordem, "but I don't think I have been misleading one bit. I am baffled, and I 
don't mind admitting that. I thought I had a good relationship with the City Council of Poway." 
Fordem contends his vote three years ago in favor of federal dollars helped get Poway's flood-control program 
started. 
"I do not intend to take anything away from the city of Poway," he said, "but I do take a portion of the credit." 
Emery and his council colleagues said it was the city of Poway, its staff, and the Zone One Flood Control District, 
led by then-Commissioner Bruce McKay, that applied for $372,000 in federal block grant money for flood-control 
work and road improvements in 1981. 
In Fordem's ad, published in the Poway News Chieftain last week, he took responsibility for "pushing through" a 
$60,000 needs assessment study for flood control, which later led to the federal grant. 
"Let's keep Poway's county supervisor working for us," says the ad. 
Said Emery, "Mr. Fordem didn't do any wonderful things. When you read the ad, it intimates that Fordem initiated 
the action and carried it out. That is absolutely not true. Fordem should not take credit for something he had 
nothing to do with." 
Fordem's spokesman Jim Sills points to two thank-you letters sent to Fordem by Emery in 1981, when Emery was 
mayor, as proof that the ad is correct. 
Sills said the letters thanked Fordem for voting to reallocate money from a housing development fund to a 
community improvement fund and for supporting a request for a $60,000 flood needs assessment study. 
Said Sills: "Any community can say, 'Gee, we'd like some money.' But it's up to the supervisor in their district to 
push the thing through." 
He added: "For five years, from 1976 to 1981, Poway did not get a nickel of community block grant money. But 
when Paul Fordem became Poway's supervisor, we then went to work to see how we could get some funds for 
Poway." 
Councilman Carl Kruse said his objection is to Fordem's "lack of involvement" in the community. 
"As far as a public testimony goes, it shows Mr. Fordem's lack of involvement here that his ad takes credit for 
something that was done here three years ago. 
"There is apparently nothing more recent that Mr. Fordem believes he can take credit for in the city of Poway." 
Councilwoman Linda Oravec said that prior to incorporation, Poway did receive certain block grant funds for park 
development. But, she said, it is logical that the community did not start attracting federal funding until it 
incorporated and began working for such funds in 1981 -- as a city. 
"Mr. Fordem was only one-fifth of the vote," she said. "We're like stepchildren out here. Mr. Fordem has not 
represented us. He hasn't come out here to get to know the constituency." 
Fordem responded: "I have always told the cities that if they need me, they know my telephone number. I do 
spend 80 percent of my time in unincorporated areas. 
"I have always told the cities I am available. But I don't want to put my nose in their business when it's not needed 
or wanted."  
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