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Five vying for La Mesa council 
Newcomer assured a spot for first time in a decade  
Karen Kucher Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: October 25, 1990 
For the first time in a decade, La Mesa voters will be electing a newcomer to the City Council.  
The lure of an open council seat -- the result of Councilman Ernie Ewin not seeking re-election -- helped draw five 
candidates to this year's City Council race and guarantees at least one non-incumbent victory on Nov. 6.  
In addition to filling two council seats, La Mesa voters will elect a mayor and a city treasurer and will decide 
whether the city's hotel-room tax should be increased by 2 percent.  
The last time a vacant council seat was filled by a newcomer was in 1980 when Jerri Lopez was elected. The 
most recent vacancies were filled by appointments and those appointed council members retained the seats in 
subsequent elections.  
Voters will be selecting two council members from a diverse field of candidates: incumbent Ed Senechal, facilities 
planner Barry Jantz, sheriff's Capt. Jay LaSuer, transportation planner William Daly and vocational nurse Ruth 
Sterling.  
Many of the challengers are worried about the city's fiscal health and say they would encourage better fiscal 
planning and methods to increase city revenues. Battling La Mesa's rising crime also topped priority lists.  
Senechal, who has been on the council since 1984, says he would like voters to return him to office because he 
has done a "good job" over the past six years.  
"We don't live in a vacuum," said Senechal, a 68-year-old retired department-store manager. "Crime is not a city 
of La Mesa problem. It is a regional problem."  
Senechal said La Mesa's police officers are "doing a bang-up job" and said the city needs to work with other cities 
in the area to battle crime problems. Senechal said that during his last term he has concentrated on drug 
education, fighting graffiti and organizing city street-sweeping patrols. He said the city needs to continue its 
redevelopment expansion plans to bring additional revenue to city coffers.  
"This city is in darn good shape. It's well-governed," Senechal said.  
Making his first run for public office is 31-year-old Barry Jantz, a designer and projects coordinator for Kaiser 
Foundation Health Plan. Jantz has been active in Republican organizations since he was in college and has 
worked as a political consultant in several local campaigns.  
Jantz says he is concerned about rising crime and a lack of affordable housing in the city, but says those 
problems cannot be solved unless La Mesa resolves its fiscal woes.  
"The only thing I think we can do now is to continue to focus on redevelopment," said Jantz, who said his 
construction-related background would assist the council when it makes redevelopment decisions.  
Some of Jantz's campaigning has raised eyebrows among his opponents. In fliers that targeted anti-abortion 
supporters, Jantz has outlined his own pro-life views -- issues that some opponents say have nothing to do with 
the La Mesa race.  
Jantz acknowledges that his personal views on such issues are not relevant to the La Mesa council, but said his 
fliers identify his background to those voters who consider such issues important.  
"Some of the other candidates aren't happy because I'm saying I'm the Christian candidate and I'm saying vote for 
me for this reason," Jantz said. "I think that's just being thorough and solidifying your votes."  
Jay LaSuer, 50, a captain with the Sheriff's Department, is making his second run for the City Council. He ran 
unsuccessfully in 1988, coming in third behind incumbents Art Madrid and Jerri Lopez.  
LaSuer, a city resident for 17 years, said his law-enforcement background gives him an "in-depth understanding" 
and will help him assist the city's police in dealing with La Mesa's rising crime.  
LaSuer also said he will push for La Mesa to live within its budget and not tap its reserves.  
"We've been spending money faster than we've been bringing it in. We've got to do something there," LaSuer 
said. "In a lot of cases people think you can solve any problem in the world by throwing money at it. We have to 
spend smart, instead of just spending."  



He also would like to see the city work closely with the business community to try to bring more business to the 
city and would like to see drug-education programs expanded.  
"Drugs touch every facet of our lives and I think it's something everybody has to work on," said LaSuer.  
William Daly, a transportation consultant, already has enmeshed himself in city politics by leading a renewed fight 
to silence the nocturnal horn-tooting of a freight train that travels through the downtown area on its way from San 
Diego to El Cajon. Daly said he learned of the residents' concerns while walking precincts.  
As a councilman, Daly said he would push for more sworn police officers and expand and revitalize the city's 
Neighborhood Watch programs. He also would like to see a "coordinated effort" between the city and the local 
Chamber of Commerce to try to lure commercial and retail businesses to the city.  
At 73, Daly is the same age Ronald Reagan was when he ran for the presidency. Daly told a recent senior forum 
that he has reached the age where a person "asks the most astute questions."  
In her first bid for public office, nurse Ruth Sterling, 58, has outlined the city budget and crime as two of her chief 
concerns. Sterling, a city resident for 28 years and mother of four, said she also would like to determine whether 
the city has adequate recreational facilities for teen-agers.  
Sterling would like to see La Mesa use some of its redevelopment revenue to hire more police officers.  
"Running has been on my mind for quite a long time," said Sterling, who took out nominating papers in 1988 but 
decided against running for a council seat then. "I'm sincere. I'm interested in La Mesa. I love this little town and I 
want to do something on a bigger scale than I did before."  
In the mayor's race, Councilman Art Madrid is trying to oust Mayor Fred Nagel, who has been La Mesa's mayor 
for six years.  
Madrid has been highly critical of Nagel's "arrogant" leadership and has promised to be more respectful of council 
members and the public than he said Nagel has been.  
Madrid, who has been endorsed by the La Mesa firefighters association, says he would like to make city 
departments more responsive to citizens' needs and has suggested offering some city services on Saturdays.  
Madrid says there has been a "gross mismanagement of resources" over the past four years and is critical of the 
city's tendency to order expensive studies that he said are not necessary. He said he supports a "comprehensive 
approach" to increasing revenue and opposes the city proposition on this year's ballot. Voters are being asked to 
increase the city's hotel-occupancy tax to 10 percent from the current 8 percent.  
Crime is Madrid's chief concern, and he said he would like to allocate more resources to the Police Department to 
battle the city's rising crime rate.  
Madrid, 56, is director of governmental relations for Pacific Bell. He has been on the council since 1981 and has 
two years left on his council seat.  
Nagel, the city's mayor since 1984 and a council member since 1978, said he is confident voters will return him to 
office based on his record over the past six years. He owns an electronic manufacturing firm in Chula Vista.  
Nagel, 55, says he would like to continue as the city's mayor to see several projects completed, including the 
beautification of Fletcher Parkway and the extension of redevelopment.  
"There are a lot of things that need to be done," Nagel said. "More work in the public-safety area, in economic 
growth."  
Although Nagel acknowledges that relations between some council members are stormy, he says a difference in 
perspective is healthy.  
"You'll notice out there at meeting time there is dialogue sometime and there isn't any fisticuffs, there isn't any 
fighting out there," Nagel said. "As a matter of fact, most of us do not address each other between meetings that 
much anyway."  
Two years ago, Nagel actively opposed Madrid's re-election campaign. Earlier this year, he stripped Madrid of all 
outside council assignments and reassigned the positions to other council members.  
Nagel said he took the action because of Madrid's poor attendance at the meetings and his refusal to 
communicate with fellow council members.  
Madrid has called the action "political reprisals."  
In the race for city treasurer, incumbent Kenneth Trent is running unopposed. Trent, 69, a retired banker, has held 
the post since 1976.  
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