
 

 
San Diego Union, The (CA) 

Expanded Grossmont Center notes substantial rise in sales  
Virginia Spiller Staff Writer   
Published: December 28, 1983 
Grossmont Center, which expanded its facilities this year, increased its car count by 43 percent this 
December over December of 1982.  
"We will not have final sales figures until late January," Tom Magee, president and general manager of 
the center, said yesterday. "But we do keep a daily car count." 
From Dec. 1 through Monday, Dec. 26, he said, there were more than 600,000 vehicles parked in the 
center. 
"That is about 180,000 more than during the same dates in 1982," he said. 
"I hear nothing but good reports from merchants" regarding sales, he said. 
While precise figures will not be tallied until the end of January, Magee said, "My guess is that we will 
have about a 30 percent increase. 
"However, that figure will not have much meaning" in terms of increase for individual merchants, he 
explained, "because we are talking about sales in an expanded center." 
Bullock's department store, plus about 15 new specialty shops, opened this year. 
There are two new restaurants, Piret's and Bobby McGee's. And a new triplex theater opened Dec. 9. 
"I believe this gives us, perhaps, the most comprehensive theater complex in the county," Magee said. 
"We already had Grossmont Theatre, a premier movie house with 1,000 seats, and now we have added 
the three smaller theaters with a total seating capacity of 1,150." 
The center has also added a 1,000-vehicle parking structure. 
It is being well-utilized and "everything there is working as smoothly as we possibly could have hoped," 
Magee said. 
Magee's goal, which was outlined before precise expansion plans began, has been to make Grossmont 
Center "a day-and-night facility for the enjoyment of all members of the family." 
Pointing out the need for the structure, Magee told the La Mesa City Council, "I do not want to see that 
place go dark right after sunset. I want it to continue to be utilized through the evening hours."  
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