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El Cajon rejects La Mesa bid for $139,000 to develop park  
Steve Padilla Staff Writer   
Published: January 7, 1987 
The City Council yesterday unanimously rejected a request from La Mesa to contribute $139,000 to the 
development of a park located on the two cities' borders in a remote area above Grossmont High School.  
The council reduced its contribution to $37,000, saying it should devote parks and recreation funds to 
facilities that will serve a larger percentage of El Cajon residents. 
Harry Griffen Park is located next to the Grossmont Reservoir. It was created under a joint agreement by 
La Mesa, El Cajon, Grossmont High School and the Helix Water District. The park is envisioned as a 
regional facility, serving people from throughout East County. 
Since 1981, the council has contributed $475,618 toward developing the park. Yesterday, council 
members said they would continue to support the park, but not at the expense of projects designed to 
ease severe overcrowding at city parks more accessible to the public. 
"We need some of these active fields in our city of El Cajon as soon as possible," said Councilman 
Richard Smith. 
Mayor John Reber said the council hopes to put in new playing fields and improve facilities at Greenfield 
and Emerald junior high schools. The projects at each school should cost about $600,000. 
Some of the funding, about $220,000, probably will come from grants available under the state 
Community Parkland Acts. The council approved an application for those funds in separate actions 
yesterday. 
The council also plans to raise funds for the project by selling about 40 acres of city-owned land lying in 
an unincorporated area east of Madison Avenue. 
In related action, the council also authorized the city staff to seek proposals from Wimmer-Yamada & 
Associates on possible plans for the two park projects. The San Diego firm did the architectural 
landscaping for the police station, superblock complex around City Hall and, most recently, the new fire 
station at the corner of Magnolia and Lexington avenues. 
La Mesa Mayor Fred Nagel had tried using visual aids to persuade the council to match his city's 
contribution of $139,000 to Harry Griffen Park. Holding up two apple pies that he said represented typical 
money-pie charts, Nagel said the two cities had traditionally shared in developing the park. 
Councilwoman Harriet Stockwell said that although the cities both had contributed to the park, she 
doubted it was an official policy to do so equally. "I don't recall it was ever a policy -- share and share 
alike," she said. 
Nagel and La Mesa City Manager Ronald E. Bradley appeared disappointed by the council's decision and 
said it could delay the park's estimated completion date of 1990 by a year.  
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