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Mayor Mark Lewis is up for re-election this fall, but he's already jumped into another East County 
campaign. In May, Lewis gave $1,000 to Dave Allan, a councilman trying to unseat longtime La Mesa 
Mayor Art Madrid.  
Lewis said Allan approached him for the contribution, and he said yes. 
"You support people that you like and will do a good job," Lewis said. 
Madrid said he has given other area politicians $100 campaign contributions, but he called Lewis' 
donation appalling and humorous. 
"I would think Mr. Lewis would be well advised to concentrate on upgrading his community rather than 
trying to downgrade the city of La Mesa through his financial contributions." 
The financial disclosure forms filed this week show Lewis will not miss the money, even though he faces 
his own challenge from 10-year councilman Dick Ramos. 
Lewis had $53,000 in the bank at the end of June. Ramos had $30,000 to spend. Both are poised to 
shatter the mark of Gary Kendrick, who in March became the only council candidate to eclipse $30,000 in 
campaign spending in the history of the city. 
By comparison, the mayor's race in La Mesa is more of a penny-ante poker hand. Together, Madrid and 
Allan have 15 percent of what their El Cajon counterparts can spend before the Nov. 5 election. 
Madrid has raised less than $8,000 for his campaign, and Allan has less than $5,000 on hand after 
spending nearly $6,000 since January. 
Lewis has been on the El Cajon council since 1990 and the city's mayor since 1998. Madrid was elected 
to La Mesa's council in 1981 and has served as mayor since 1990. Allan was elected to La Mesa's 
council two years ago. 
He said Lewis' contribution to his mayoral campaign spoke for itself. 
"I think it says a lot when the mayor in a city right next door supports you," Allan said. 
Lewis spent only $6,600 on his successful 1998 mayoral campaign. Before that, the most money he had 
raised in a campaign was $24,000 in a 1994 council race. Ramos' high-water mark for campaign 
contributions was $19,700 in 1996. 
Already this year, they have both raised more money than the $28,000 Mayor Joan Shoemaker spent in 
defeat four years ago. The pair have not reported what they collected in July and has more than three 
months to gather more cash. 
Lewis and Ramos both said they needed large bank accounts to set the record straight this fall. 
"I don't know how much I'm going to end up with, but I'm not going to stop," Ramos said. 
Lewis said, like it or not, the money that changed hands in the March council campaign set a precedent 
for future elections. 
"You have to have money, unfortunately, to defend yourself and get the record out," he said. 
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