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El Cajon, La Mesa settle spat over park's costs  
Liz Neely STAFF WRITER   
Published: December 12, 2003 
A dispute over maintenance costs that threatened to close the popular Harry Griffin Park has been 
resolved, city officials said yesterday.  
The tentative agreement announced yesterday will keep the park open. It is expected to go before the La 
Mesa and El Cajon city councils early next year. 
La Mesa Mayor Art Madrid said he was satisfied with the outcome. 
"Never in our wildest dreams did we want to close the park," Madrid said. "We just wanted equity and fair 
distribution of the expenses." 
La Mesa and El Cajon have been at odds over who should pay $250,000 in annual upkeep. Since the 
1970s, the park has been managed by a five-agency committee, led by La Mesa, and that city has paid 
the majority of the maintenance bill. 
La Mesa recently said it would cut its contribution and abandon its leadership role unless El Cajon started 
paying its share of the costs. 
The park, on the border of La Mesa and El Cajon, includes sports fields, playgrounds and dog runs. The 
land is owned by the Helix Water District, which is a member of the committee that manages the park. 
The district recently threatened to sue the two cities if they didn't come to an agreement. 
When the park was built, the two cities formed a joint-powers authority to outline maintenance 
responsibilities. At the time, each city paid 40 percent of the bill. El Cajon stopped paying in 1996, saying 
it was no longer obligated to pay for upkeep. La Mesa made up the deficit, city officials said, because the 
agreement lacked enforcement provisions. 
State budget cuts have strained city budgets, and in October, La Mesa said it could no longer afford to 
pay 80 percent of the annual maintenance costs. The city vowed to cut its contribution in half, and said it 
would give up its role as the lead agency managing the park. 
Under the terms of the agreement, La Mesa will pay 40 percent toward the park's annual upkeep. El 
Cajon will contribute 15 percent. The water district will pay 35 percent and the county will continue to 
pay 10 percent. 
The joint-powers agreement is being revised and both cities are expected to sign off on the final terms 
early next year. 
"There's no question that the park is a regional asset," El Cajon City Manager Bill Garrett said. "From my 
perspective I think it only makes sense that we step up to the plate and keep that asset alive." 
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