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El Cajon council, La Mesa mayor to get pay raises in '88  
Steve Padilla Staff Writer   
Published: July 29, 1987 
The City Council yesterday voted itself a pay raise, but the increases won't take effect until after the next 
council election in June 1988.  
The unanimously approved increase will raise the monthly salaries of council members to $660 -- a $60 
increase. Mayor John Reber's monthly salary will increase to $1,089 from $990 -- a $99 jump. 
Only Reber and Councilwoman Harriet Stockwell are sure to receive the pay raises that take effect next 
July 1. The other members -- Jack Hanson, Joan Shoemaker and Richard Smith -- are up for re-election 
next year. 
While Reber's yearly salary will jump to $13,068, La Mesa Mayor Fred Nagel remains the highest paid 
mayor in East County with a yearly salary of $18,000. 
During budget deliberations June 8, the La Mesa City Council voted 3-1 to give Nagel a $6,000 
raise at the urging of Councilman Ernest Ewin. Ewin said the mayor's salary had not been raised 
since 1983 and should reflect the amount of time spent on the job. 
Nagel joined Ewin and Councilman Ed Senechal in approving his raise. Councilman Art Madrid 
was opposed and Councilwoman Jerri Lopez was absent. 
La Mesa council members, who receive $550 a month, did not get a raise this year. 
In Santee, the City Council agreed in February to increase the monthly salary of Mayor Jack Doyle to 
$800 from $500. Previously, Doyle had received the same $500 salary of council members. 
Lemon Grove Mayor Jim Dorman and his council colleagues are paid $300 a month. 
The El Cajon council voted without comment yesterday after Mayor Reber said the raises were within the 
5 percent increase allowed by state law and would not take effect until after the next election. 
Council members here meet each week while their counterparts in La Mesa, Santee and Lemon Grove 
convene twice a month. The council also holds informal meetings, open to the public, each Wednesday 
afternoon at City Hall. 
El Cajon is East County's largest city, with 80,000 citizens and a $36.8 million annual budget. La Mesa 
has 53,000 residents, Santee 50,000 and Lemon Grove 21,000. 
Yesterday, the El Cajon Council also approved a proposal by Reber to raise the monthly salaries of city 
commissioners by $25. Planning Commission members will receive $325, while members of the parks 
and recreation, personnel and traffic commissions will be paid $100.  
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