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East County homeless get a temporary refuge  
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Just when things were looking especially bleak for the homeless in East County, La Mesa Mayor Art 
Madrid and Father Joe Carroll, director of the Joan Kroc St. Vincent de Paul Village in San Diego, struck 
a deal for a winter shelter.  
Thanks to Madrid, Carroll, the La Mesa City Council and the generosity of Helen Anne Bunn, homeless 
families, the aged and the disabled will have a warm and safe place to stay for 125 days. 
Bunn, a former St. Vincent de Paul board member, has graciously allowed her property on Center Street 
to be used as a temporary shelter. That's a Godsend for about 100 people who otherwise would be living 
on the streets. 
Because the facility is in a commercial zone, it poses no problem to homeowners. Nearby proprietors 
have been assured of 24-hour security at the shelter. Their concerns should be eased further by Father 
Joe's guarantee that his staff, which will oversee the operation, simply won't tolerate bad behavior. The 
same strict code that governs St. Vincent de Paul's highly successful downtown shelter -- no drugs, 
booze, foul language or rowdiness -- will be enforced in La Mesa. 
Mayor Madrid deserves considerable credit for making a tough decision that could eventually cause him 
political problems. While most people empathize with the homeless and want to help them in the abstract, 
neighbors routinely oppose a shelter in their vicinity. 
Because impoverished street people don't vote, much less contribute to political campaigns, their chronic 
problems haven't been a priority among East County public officials. Which is all the more reason to 
commend Madrid for doing the right thing in this situation. 
The mayor met with Carroll several days ago and discussed the possibility of siting a temporary shelter in 
La Mesa. Their discussions took on particular urgency because the city of El Cajon had recently opted not 
to operate a shelter for the second year in a row, while a flustered, feckless East County Regional Task 
Force on the Homeless had just decided to disband. Factor in Vista's decision not to operate a winter 
shelter, and it became clear that hundreds of folks throughout the county would have no place to go when 
the weather turns nasty. 
That some of them will find refuge during the next three months in La Mesa is reassuring. But where will 
East County's poor go next winter? 
Carroll has suggested that his staff would oversee a regional shelter a year from now if the cities of El 
Cajon, La Mesa, Lemon Grove and Santee can reach consensus on a site. 
Rather than settle for an annual stopgap solution, city and county officials, spearheaded by Supervisor 
Dianne Jacob, should find a permanent facility that specializes in getting people off the streets and into 
the work force. A comprehensive center that provides social services, job training and treatment for the 
mentally ill and substance abusers is the most effective and most humane way to combat the region's 
chronic homeless problem.  
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