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E. County cities loan $1 million for trolley line  
Steve Padilla Staff Writer   
Published: October 15, 1986 
The city councils of La Mesa and El Cajon yesterday agreed to lend $1 million to the Metropolitan Transit 
Development Board to help complete a funding package for the East County trolley extension.  
In separate meetings, El Cajon's council approved a loan of $780,000 while the council in neighboring La Mesa 
approved a $285,000 loan. 
The loans come a month before a ceremonial groundbreaking for the 16-mile East County line on Nov. 17. 
The loans will go toward establishing an "overrun account" that must be created before the federal Urban Mass 
Transportation Administration releases $20 million earmarked for the project. 
The $5 million overrun account is being set aside for any "unanticipated cost overruns," said Thomas F. Larwin, 
transit board general manager. 
Larwin said the board will transfer $1.8 million from its reserves to the account. Other loans are expected from 
Chula Vista, Poway, Santee and the county. 
Both loans come from surplus state transportation funds amassed by El Cajon and La Mesa over the years. The 
money derives from one-fourth of the 6 percent sales tax and is funneled through the state back to cities, Larwin 
said. 
El Cajon City Manager Bob Acker said the council here built up the surplus through frugal spending. The city uses 
the funds to pay for San Diego and county transit service. 
Both loans surpassed the amount requested by the transit board, and their approval briefly took on the character 
of a bidding contest. 
Each city was asked to make a loan equaling 50 percent of its surplus, but La Mesa opted for 80 percent. When 
told of the La Mesa council's action, Councilman Richard Smith suggested that El Cajon match the percentage. 
Acker, however, counseled prudence, saying the surplus may be needed to upgrade or increase bus service once 
the trolley line is completed. The council compromised on a 60 percent figure. 
In some ways, yesterday's action was purely symbolic. The loans come from funds that are not being used 
anyway, and the transit board is confident that the loans will be repaid, with interest, by 1990. 
Still, the mayors of both cities, John Reber in El Cajon and Fred Nagel in La Mesa, said the symbolism was 
important. 
"I think this shows good faith to UMTA," Reber said. He added that the commitment might help secure funding for 
other transportation projects. 
Larwin said the East County trolley line would take about three years to complete.  
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