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A cultural arts program has been months in the planning here, but the word around City Hall is that it is 
worth the wait.  
"This can't be something that is done overnight," said Councilman Ernie Ewin. "We've established it, but 
now we need input from the community and a coordinator on board to tell us what we can do with it." 
The idea for the program first came up last November, when the City Council requested the staff to look 
into the possibility. Around that time, Elizabeth Flaniken, a resident of La Mesa, also submitted a proposal 
for a downtown center. 
As proposed, the program would provide an opportunity for local artists and performers to "bounce 
creative ideas off each other and through that interaction, bring other people in and encourage them to 
participate," said Karen Stauffer, an administrative analyst for the city. 
Stauffer and Robert Caesar, assistant director of the Department of Parks and Recreation, conducted 
most of the background research into the program. 
Activities that could be included are children's theater, actors' workshops, painting, drawing, sculpting, 
photography, and craft demonstrations and lessons. 
After hearing several staff reports and reviewing the positive results of a local survey, the council 
unanimously voted Tuesday night to establish a cultural arts program and to hire a coordinator. 
"The fact that they voted unanimously shows us how important they all consider this. We will be 
proceeding slowly and carefully," Stauffer said. 
The council voted 4-1, however, against a proposed downtown site on which to operate the center. Mayor 
Fred Nagel dissented. 
The council instead instructed City Manager Ron Bradley to develop a program plan, which may include 
site options, and to submit a report to the council for approval and funding. 
Bradley estimates that a preliminary report will be submitted within the next 30 days. "I'm excited," Ewin 
said. "This is an opportunity to draw attention to the cultural and artistic strengths the city already has." 
Councilman Art Madrid agreed. "I don't think the program will make or break the city, but it will enhance it 
and make it even more balanced." 
There is currently no other program like this one in East County, Caesar said, adding that in conducting 
his research, he studied similar programs in San Francisco, Palo Alto and Irvine. 
Local artists and performers have expressed nothing but approval and support, Caesar said. 
"I feel that it's a very important program and should be fostered as much as possible," said Betty Duncan, 
former president and current historian for the Foothills Art Association, a fine arts gallery in La Mesa. "We 
have a tendency to forget about the arts in our dealings with people. I think we need a coordinator to 
bring all aspects of art together here -- the dancing, the poetry and the drama. It's the best thing we can 
do."  
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