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Council will try to settle vice mayor dispute today  
CHET BARFIELD Staff Writer   
Published: August 10, 1993 
The stage is set for an acrimonious debate among City Council members today over who will have the ceremonial 
-- but virtually meaningless -- title of vice mayor for the next 12 months.  
Councilwoman Ruth Sterling has vowed to pack the chambers with supporters at the 3 p.m. council meeting to 
protest what she calls dirty politics afoot in denying her the honorary post that she contends should be hers. 
The flap began last Wednesday, when Mayor Art Madrid sent a memo to the four other council members saying 
he was going to nominate Sterling for vice mayor because she was the top vote-getter in the last election, the 
criteria he said the council chose in 1991 to determine the rotation. 
Sterling, seated in December as the newest member of the council, finished first out of six candidates for two 
open seats in last November's election, outpolling incumbent Donna Alm by 355 votes and bumping third-place 
finisher Lu-Gray Hill off the council. 
Councilman Barry Jantz, whose yearlong stint as vice mayor expires today, responded to Madrid's memo with 
one of his own, saying his recollection was that the rotation was to be based on seniority, not election results. On 
that basis, Alm would be next in line, followed by Sterling next year. 
Madrid fired off a second memo on Friday saying Jantz had selective memory. 
Abbreviated minutes from the 1991 meeting at which the rotation was discussed shed no light on the subject, City 
Clerk Anita Underwood said. 
Sterling asserts that Jantz's challenge of her nomination is political, stemming from bitterness over the council 
race she lost in 1990, finishing third behind Jantz and Councilman Jay LaSuer. She says Jantz and LaSuer are 
likely to support Alm, whom she calls their crony. 
"This is dirty politics, that's what it amounts to," Sterling said. "No matter what I do, they've got it (a majority). 
"My defense is to pack that chamber and intimidate those three musketeers and let them know this is not going to 
be forgotten." 
Unlike the mayor, elected by voters, the vice mayor position is decided by the council and is purely a figurehead. 
The main responsibility is to preside over council meetings and other functions if the mayor is absent. 
Jantz said that in his one-year term as vice mayor he has chaired two meetings and represented the city at a 
freeway ribbon-cutting ceremony a few months ago. 
"On a grand scale of things," he said, "this is not as important as a huge majority of the ones we deal with. . . . 
This issue, however, comes down to a real personal level with the members of the council." 
Madrid said that in basing the nomination on election results, he wanted to avoid the favoritism and "sleazy 
politics" employed in the past, when the vice mayor position was used as a perk. 
"It's become a personality issue," he said. "They're making a significant ado over a ceremonial office. On a scale 
of 1 to 10, with 10 being the most important, it's a minus 55." 
LaSuer could not be reached for comment yesterday, but Madrid said he agrees with Sterling's contention that 
LaSuer and Jantz are likely to favor Alm because of "festering personalities" from past campaigns against 
Sterling. 
Jantz denied that assertion. "I'm not anti-Ruth Sterling," he said. "I feel like I've buried the hatchet with Ruth, 
whatever hatchet there was. . . . The whole (vice mayor debate) thing disturbs me greatly." 
Alm, meanwhile, said she was unaware of the flap until yesterday, when she saw the exchange of memos 
between Madrid and Jantz. 
While admitting that she would like to have the title of vice mayor and contending she deserves it on the basis of 
seniority, Alm said she considers the brouhaha an untimely tempest in a teapot. 
"I refuse to take this seriously," she said. "It would be really nice if everybody paid as much attention to the 
serious issues . . . (such as) the financial condition of the city in a year or two and how we're going to handle that. 
"I would prefer that there's where the attention is placed, not (on) who sits in the vice mayor's chair," she said. 
"Cutting ribbons is not what we got elected to do."  
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