
 

 
Evening Tribune (San Diego, CA) 

Contamination cleanup: La Mesa outlook murky  
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La Mesa officials say they're uncertain how the city will meet state and county government orders to clean 
up soil and water contamination at a downtown redevelopment site.  
Gasoline contamination from old storage tanks has been pinpointed on the 5.6-acre site at La Mesa 
Boulevard and Spring Street. But recent studies indicate that pollution also may be coming from off the 
site, possibly from a former service station to the south. 
The contamination is holding up construction of La Mesa Village Plaza, a project that will have 
condominiums, an office building and retail space. 
The city got a letter from the state Regional Water Quality Control Board Tuesday stating that the agency 
plans to issue a cleanup and abatement order shortly. The order follows a meeting the agency had last 
week with city officials. 
Mayor Fred Nagel and Councilwoman Jerri Lopez attended the meeting, but said they walked away 
shaking their heads about how the city will cope with possible off-site pollution. 
"They won't tell us where to drill and how far we have to go off site," Nagel said. "Will we have to keep 
going into every back yard in the city? They say: 'It is up to you; you have to follow it to the source.' " 
Nagel said the agency is attempting to enforce a law that is only 2 years old. "The way the law is written, 
they make up the rules as they go along." 
The council authorized Hargis and Associates Inc. of La Jolla to explore the cost of several options, 
including the possibility of drilling monitor wells at the former service station site, at Date Avenue and La 
Mesa Boulevard. 
The station was owned by Unocal, which operates Union 76 stations. A pizza restaurant and office 
building are now on the site.  
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