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Over the heated protests of Councilman Fred Nagel, the City Council here yesterday approved amended 
plans for an 81-unit, privately run housing complex for seniors.  
"The density and parking issues are enough in themselves to give cause for rejection," Nagel said of the 
1.36-acre plan proposed by S.A.S. Development of San Diego. 
The site, at the east side of Guava Avenue above El Cajon Boulevard, includes roughly one parking 
space for every two apartments. It features 62 units per acre in a zoning area generally limited to 23 units 
per acre. 
In the past, the firm has defended the number of parking spaces, noting that many seniors don't own cars. 
The council approved the specific plan on a 3-1 vote without discussing Nagel's complaints -- which drew 
a further argument from Nagel. 
"We have a pile of crap over there on Guava that future councils are going to have to deal with," he said. 
The complex, which is characterized in a council-approved description as a "low to moderate income" 
project, includes 39 studio units that will rent for a minimum of $363 monthly. Its 42 one-bedroom units 
are set to rent for at least $412. None of the apartments will be more than 560 square feet in area. 
The apartments are earmarked exclusively for renters aged 62 and older. 
At the Guava project's public hearing June 26, the council stipulated that developer Shawn Schraeger 
add provisions for a tenants association, landscaping maintenance and a total of eight units for 
handicapped renters (instead of the four originally proposed). 
Schraeger came back yesterday with those changes, which satisfied a council majority but failed to deter 
other criticisms of the project's rent structure. 
Jack Spangler, chairman of the local Commission on Senior Affairs and a La Mesa apartment dweller, 
asserted that describing the project's intended clientele as "low to moderate income" is "just about as far 
from the truth as you can get." 
Spangler said he lives in a 1,200-square-foot apartment in a complex that made no claims to serving low-
income renters and enjoys no relaxed density standards. Even so, Spangler said, he pays less than half 
as much per square foot as the Guava project's tenants will. 
He suggested that the city establish its own definition for low and moderate income renters, and use it 
against future senior housing project proposals -- an idea Mayor George Bailey called "worth looking at."  
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