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City clerk successor may be named Tuesday  
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Susan Bigelow's last official duty as city clerk and director of elections and records in La Mesa could be 
the swearing in of her successor.  
One of the three candidates who applied for the position will likely be selected to replace Bigelow by the 
City Council at Tuesday's meeting. Bigelow resigned the post to take the job of city clerk in Chula Vista.  
The La Mesa city clerk's salary is $6,948 annually, while the pay range for the La Mesa director of records 
and elections is from $48,756 to $59,892 per year. The council hopes to select one person to fill both 
jobs.  
Applicants are Randall Grams, who cited experience as a manager in automotive management and 
finance; Mary Kennedy, deputy city clerk for La Mesa; and Barbara Rustad, an accountant with 
International Brands.  
The application deadline was Thursday. All applicants are required to live in La Mesa and be registered to 
vote.  
Although the La Mesa job is an elective position, the City Council chose to appoint a replacement for 
Bigelow rather than hold a special election, which would have cost an estimated $80,000.  
Candidates will be interviewed by the City Council at its regular meeting, which begins at 4 p.m. Tuesday. 
Candidates will be allotted three minutes to present their qualifications. If the council members reach a 
consensus on the best-qualified candidate, they will make an immediate appointment. If they don't come 
to an agreement, they will have until Jan. 7 to fill the position.  
Bigelow was elected to a four-year term as city clerk, which expires in Nov. 2000. Her replacement will 
serve out the rest of her term.  
Bigelow had been city clerk since February 1995, when, as assistant clerk, she was appointed to fill the 
vacancy of her retiring predecessor, Anita Underwood.  
The newly re-elected mayor, Art Madrid, and City Council members Jay La Suer and Barry Jantz will also 
be sworn in for new terms at Tuesday's meeting.  
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