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Challengers in the race for two City Council seats point to a 17 percent increase in violent crime and say 
chaos reigns and it's time for a change.  
The incumbents, in turn, point out that overall crime has been dropping steadily for five years, thank you 
very much, and they are doing a fine job.  
Voters will be asked Nov. 3 to choose among five candidates to help guide this city of 56,000 -- the self-
proclaimed "Jewel of the Hills" -- during the next four years.  
The incumbents, Barry Jantz, 39, and Jay La Suer, 58, face:  
[] Michael Moon, 39, a machinist at Solar Turbines and part-time law student.  
[] Sherry Howard Nichols, 41, a business owner and activist.  
[] Rick Reese, 42, a structural engineer, business owner and a previous council candidate.  
La Suer has served two four-year terms on the council since 1990. He is married with two children. A city 
resident for 22 years, La Suer manages a construction apprenticeship program for the Associated 
Builders and Contractors office in San Diego.  
Jantz, 39, has also served two four-year council terms since 1990. He is married, has lived in La Mesa for 
22 years and works as a financial services manager for Kaiser Hospitals.  
Both men proudly cite the fact that crime in La Mesa has dropped since 1993, trash fees are down and 
city budgets have been balanced without tax increases.  
A review of regional crime trends and recent council decisions shows that La Mesa's leaders are indeed 
grappling with many problems linked to growth and crime. However, none of these problems appear 
unusual or extreme.  
There has been a 17 percent increase this year in violent crimes, such as homicides, assaults and rapes.  
But, the city's overall crime rate -- which also includes burglaries, shoplifting and car theft -- has dropped 
by 21 percent, to 40.9 crimes per 1,000 residents, since 1993, when it was 54.3 crimes per 1,000 
residents.  
That is slightly below the countywide average crime rate of 43.8 crimes per 1,000 residents.  
Of the three challengers, Moon paints the bleakest picture of the state of the city.  
"Violent crime is increasing," Moon wrote in a candidate's statement. "Community values are being 
overwhelmed -- a trash plant in the heart of the city, proposed mini-storage warehouses in the community 
gateway.  
"Unrestrained development brings additional traffic, which crowds our streets and destroys our 
neighborhoods."  
Nichols similarly warns voters: "The safety of La Mesa is being compromised. Four murders in the past 
year and an increase in graffiti and vandalism. Our large senior population is fearful of these changes, as 
are the families in La Mesa."  
Reese mentions the same problems with crime and traffic, but his description is less threatening.  
"Citizens' safety is the No. 1 priority," Reese wrote in his candidate's statement. "(I) will be your advocate 
for more police in the neighborhoods providing law and order so that we can feel safe again to walk our 
streets."  
La Suer acknowledges that a key criticism from the challengers is accurate: La Mesa has the county's 
lowest proportion of police officers to residents -- 1.11 officers per 1,000 residents. The county's average 
ratio is 1.48 officers per 1,000 residents.  
"We do need some more police officers," said La Suer, a retired county undersheriff with three decades of 
law enforcement experience.  
However, he notes that the council has added seven more officers in recent years to increase the 
department's total to 63 sworn officers.  



The force also is bolstered by 60 senior citizens who make up the Retired Senior Volunteer Patrol.  
"We're doing very well fiscally," La Suer said, "and we're doing very well at fighting crime. But, there's 
always room for improvement and that's what we've been steadily working for. I am not going to bankrupt 
the city, nor am I going to raise taxes. We'll do it as revenues increase."  
Both La Suer and Jantz list the Costco redevelopment project on Fletcher Parkway among their key 
accomplishments.  
Jantz says the city has begun to reap the benefits of the Costco project, by collecting more than $1 million 
a year in added sales taxes.  
"I think the Costco redevelopment project proves that if you do redevelopment correctly, that you can do a 
successful project and reap some long-term benefits," Jantz said.  
Among the challengers, only Reese has publicly opposed the trash recycling center and transfer station 
planned for the city's public works yard.  
Reese says the trash project is a mistake because it includes a recycling center, is too large and will 
attract more than 100 trash trucks a day, including many for other cities.  
Reese is single, has lived in La Mesa for 22 years, and has attended council meetings for the past 15 
months. He recently fought plans to raise sewer rates and to open an EDCO trash station on Commercial 
Street, near Fletcher Parkway and Baltimore Drive.  
Moon is married and has lived in La Mesa for five years and worked at various manufacturing jobs for 
nine years at Solar Turbines. His wife, Brenda Goodman, has lived in La Mesa for 30 years.  
Moon says he opposes raising taxes and fees, but says the city should hire more police officers and 
expand assistance to senior citizens.  
Nichols, a resident of the city for 30 years, is married and has two children.  
She has raised concerns about increases in crime and vandalism and says more police officers should be 
hired. She has also urged voters to "vote out incumbents" because they "do not appear to have La 
Mesa's best interests at heart."  
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