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Bailey shows support in bid to unseat Supervisor Fordem  
Carol Sottili Staff Writer   
Published: February 24, 1984 
Flanked by a large group of city council members and civic leaders from East County, La Mesa Mayor 
George Bailey yesterday announced his candidacy for the 2nd District supervisorial seat.  
A member of the La Mesa City Council for 20 years, Bailey said he decided to challenge incumbent and 
fellow Republican Paul Fordem for the $49,000-a-year post because "county government is in need of 
strong, experienced leadership." 
"There has been nothing but one scandal and crisis after another," he said. "A majority of the department 
heads have left. The current CAO (Chief Administrative Officer) is in the pan. The Board of Supervisors 
cannot escape responsibility for this." 
Specifically mentioning an ongoing federal grand jury investigation into alleged improprieties surrounding 
the county's award of a multimillion-dollar telephone system contract to Telink Inc. of Anaheim, Bailey 
said the scandal occurred because the board did not exhibit strong leadership. 
Bailey said he has "seen people come out of the woodwork" since he made the decision to challenge 
Fordem. 
Among the approximately 50 individuals attending yesterday's breakfast announcement were El Cajon 
Mayor John Reber and Councilman Richard Smith, La Mesa Councilmen Bill Hill and Fred Nagle, Lemon 
Grove Mayor Jim Dorman, Santee Councilman Roy Woodward, Poway Councilwoman Mary Shepardson, 
Jamul activist Diane Jacob and former county Supervisor Lucille Moore, who lost to Fordem in 1980. 
The group included both Democrats and Republicans. Bailey acknowledged he has "never been 
considered a strong party man." 
"I vote my conscience," he said. "I vote what is right." 
Fordem has garnered considerable Republican Party support and raised $30,000 during a June 1983 
fund-raiser attended by many top Republican leaders. 
Bailey accused Fordem of not doing enough for East County during his three and a half years on the 
Board of Supervisors. He also said Fordem has taken credit for several projects that were well under way 
when he was elected to his first term as supervisor in 1980. 
Referring to support Fordem received from the Moral Majority during the 1980 election, Bailey said he 
does not want religion to be an issue during the campaign. 
Bailey described himself as an elder in his church and a disciple in Christ. But he said he is also active in 
the ecumenical movement bringing together persons of different faiths, a cause not embraced by the 
Moral Majority. 
Bailey, 64, also referred to Fordem's recent health problems. Fordem has been home for the past 10 days 
suffering from an ulcer and is not expected to return to work for at least 10 more days. 
"I have no health problem," said Bailey, who retired after 15 years with General Dynamics and 10 years at 
Rohr Industries.  
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