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Amphitheater to open in La Mesa next week  
Donald Coleman Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: September 28, 1989 
The Harry Griffen Park Amphitheater, which was built on the site of the former Grossmont Reservoir in La 
Mesa, will be ready for public use next week.  
A dedication ceremony will be held Tuesday for the 350-seat theater and stage which is on the slopes of 
the former open reservoir, which was drained and relocated to the east. The ceremonies, to be led by 
Mayor Fred Nagel, will begin at 3 p.m. 
On Wednesday, the Park and Recreation Department will begin accepting applications for use of the 
amphitheater, said Karen Stauffer, assistant to the city manager. 
Users might include small musical ensembles, such as Sunday afternoon jazz and little theater groups, 
Stauffer said. Due to the proximity of the amphitheater to residential neighborhoods, "there will be no loud 
rock concerts," Stauffer added. 
"The idea is not to allow the projection of any sound beyond the amphitheater," she said. 
Users will be charged $34 per hour and must put up a $50 deposit that will be refunded "if they clean up 
litter and leave the place the way they found it," Stauffer said. 
The theater is in the western portion of the 57-acre Harry Griffen Park, north of Grossmont High School 
and entered from Milden Street. It lies along El Cajon's western boundary. The park is a joint project of La 
Mesa, El Cajon, the Grossmont Union High School District, the Helix Water District and San Diego 
County. 
The theater is in a 16-acre basin that contained the original open Grossmont Reservoir. The reservoir, 
which is covered, was relocated in 1978, in compliance with a state law, to the eastern part of the park. 
La Mesa is the lead agency in the project, and last year awarded a $400,000 contract for construction of 
the amphitheater. 
In addition to 350 seats on a slope, the theater also has a 32-by-60-foot concrete stage.  
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