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Amphitheater in works for Harry Griffen Park  
Donald Coleman Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: June 9, 1988 
Construction will begin this month in La Mesa on an amphitheater in Harry Griffen Park.  
The amphitheater will complete the 50-acre park, which was conceived more than a decade ago by the 
Helix Water District and was developed with the participation of the cities of La Mesa and El Cajon, the 
Grossmont Union High School District and the county. 
The park, a former major East County water reservoir that has been covered over, is north of Grossmont 
High School off Milden Street in La Mesa, but lies along El Cajon's western border. 
The La Mesa City Council recently awarded a $401,196 contract to L.R. Hubbard Construction Co. of San 
Diego for construction of the 350-seat outdoor theater. Completion is expected by year's end. 
Frank Derango, La Mesa city civil engineer, said about half the money will go for concrete and wood and 
half for landscaping. The 32-foot-by-60-foot stage will be made of concrete, as will the tiered seating that 
will be situated on a slope. Twin 20-foot-high towers will flank the entrance. 
Landscaping is designed to shield the theater from the rest of the park, as well as set up a noise barrier 
from adjoining residential neighborhoods along Jan Drive and Poppy Street. 
City officials say use of the amphitheater will be restricted to prevent a repeat of an incident last summer, 
when 5,000 people attended a church picnic that brought complaints from neighborhood residents about 
noise and a loud public-address system. 
"The sound on the amphitheater stage will be projected to the last row of seats, and no farther," said 
Karen Stauffer, assistant to the La Mesa city manager. 
A survey of residents indicated that "no one wants rock concerts," Stauffer said. Activities will be 
restricted to the daytime and primarily on weekends, she said. 
Possible uses include weddings, performances by small theater groups, Boy Scout and Girl Scout 
activities, and concerts by classical and jazz ensembles, Stauffer said. "This is a passive park in a 
residential area." 
The park is La Mesa's 13th and largest, and is maintained by the city. It was conceived by the Helix Water 
District when the state ordered that all open reservoirs be enclosed. 
The former 115 million-gallon Grossmont Reservoir was reduced in 1978 to a 30 million-gallon, enclosed, 
concrete-reinforced underground structure, 595 feet long, 358 feet wide and 27 feet deep. It is covered 
with 2 1/2 feet of earth that is planted with grass. 
The remainder of the former open reservoir provides 45 acres of park land. Grossmont Union High 
School District also dedicated five acres of playing fields for park use. 
Money for construction of the amphitheater includes state bond funds and contributions of $15,749 from 
El Cajon and $139,000 from La Mesa. 
The park was named for Harry Griffen, a director of the Helix Water District from 1951 to 1978 and its 
board president for 19 years. 
The California Park and Recreation Society in 1984 declared Harry Griffen Park the statewide winner of 
its regional park design and development award.  
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