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Just hours after a federal judge decided to keep alleged white supremacist Alex Curtis in jail until his trial on hate-crime 
charges, one of Curtis' alleged followers called The San Diego Union-Tribune and said he plans to withdraw his guilty plea 
in the case.  
Robert Nichol Morehouse also said he won't testify against Curtis. 
"I would rather die than testify against this kid," said Morehouse, who said he had been receiving death threats from 
people he described as racists. 
Morehouse pleaded with a reporter to print that he is withdrawing his plea. 
"My life is at stake," he said in a phone call from his parents' home, where he has been living since his release on $10,000 
bond. 
Morehouse said he decided to withdraw his plea because prosecutors were accusing him of crimes he didn't commit. "We 
are racists, I'll admit that," he said tearfully, "but these charges against me and Alex are lies." 
Prosecutors could not be reached last night for comment. 
Earlier yesterday, at Curtis' detention hearing, Assistant U.S. Attorney Amalia Meza argued against his release, saying 
she was concerned for the safety of his alleged victims and for the safety of Morehouse and Kevin Christopher Holland, 
who had pleaded guilty in connection with the case. 
Curtis, 25, is accused of using racist fliers and propaganda to threaten Rep. Bob Filner, La Mesa Mayor Art Madrid, civil 
rights activist Clara Harris and Morris Casuto, regional director of the Anti-Defamation League. Curtis has pleaded not 
guilty to three federal counts of conspiracy to violate civil rights. 
Meza called the hate campaign Curtis is accused of carrying out "relentless." 
"This is not an isolated incident," she said. "This is a man who over a 10-year period has targeted people just because of 
who they are." 
Curtis' attorney, Bernard Skomal, made an equally impassioned argument for his client's release. 
Curtis does not pose a "physical threat" to the victims or anyone else, the attorney said. Skomal asked that Curtis be 
released on a $240,000 bond backed by the Lemon Grove home of Curtis' parents, and suggested that Curtis either be 
placed in a halfway house or electronically monitored. 
"We have a man here who has not done a violent act to these people," Skomal said. "He's not hitting anyone. He's not 
hurting anyone. He's using his mouth." 
Curtis' attorney attacked the government's evidence as weak and hinging on the word of Morehouse and Holland. 
Skomal also urged the judge to ignore what he claimed was pressure from the community and the media to prosecute his 
client. 
After hearing the arguments, U.S. District Judge Marilyn Huff ruled against Curtis' release, saying the crimes alleged in 
the indictment "do go beyond speech" protected under the First Amendment and "are very serious matters." 
"There really are no reasonable conditions that will ensure the safety of the community," she said in court. 
Huff said she found the fact that Curtis has been held in isolation at the Metropolitan Correctional Center since his Nov. 9 
arrest "interesting" in light of the crimes he is accused of committing. 
"There's a saying: 'What goes around comes around,' " she said. 
Curtis, whose trial is scheduled for June, appeared to take the judge's ruling calmly. He shook his attorney's hand before 
being escorted back to jail by U.S. marshals. 
A magistrate ruled in December that Curtis should be detained because he was dangerous and might flee the country, but 
Curtis' attorney had asked Huff to review the decision. 
Although Huff refused to release Curtis, she rejected the government's argument that he is a flight risk. Huff said Curtis 
had known he was being investigated by the FBI before his arrest and could have left the country then, but didn't. 
However, Huff's conclusion that Curtis could be dangerous to others meant Curtis could be held without bond. 
If she presides over the case, the judge said, she will "scrutinize the evidence" as a "proponent of the First Amendment." 
Before yesterday's hearing, Filner, Madrid, Harris and Casuto wrote Huff that they are afraid of what Curtis might do if he 
is released. Several of them appeared in court yesterday. 
After the hearing, Madrid praised the judge, saying she "did the appropriate thing." 
Rabbi Leonard Rosenthal of Tifereth Israel and Rabbi Deborah Prinz of Temple Adat Shalom, who lead synagogues that 
Curtis is accused of helping to deface, said they were relieved that he would not be freed. 
But Curtis also had some courtroom supporters, including his mother, Patricia, a journalism teacher, and his father, Dale, 
an engineer. His parents declined to comment outside court.  
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