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This could be the first revolution with a punch line.  
In History 101, we all learned about the tax revolt known as the Boston Tea Party. 
You may think you've forgotten tidbits like this, but they're all trapped in a part of the brain that scientists 
call the lint screen lobe. This is where you'll find things like long division, the Gettysburg Address and the 
lyrics to "Stairway to Heaven" and "La Bamba," all crammed in there with the Boston Tea Party. 
Today we learn about a new tax revolt -- a revolution of politicians, for politicians and by politicians. It 
works something like this: Joe and Wanda Citizen complain to city hall about their taxes. The city 
complains to the county Board of Supervisors, who immediately phone Sacramento, where they are put 
on hold for several years. 
Which brings us to the Declaration of Unity, a fiery script intended to fan the flames of what's being called 
"a revolt of local government against big government" (read: "That buck really should have stopped here, 
because we've already spent it"). 
The declaration surfaced last month at a meeting arranged by 2nd District Supervisor Dianne Jacob. 
Since then, copies of the four-page document have been circulating among city councils, school boards 
and other public agencies throughout the county. 
The idea is to protest Gov. Wilson's plan to shift a hefty cache of property taxes from local coffers. 
"Rip off!" the declaration shouts. "Local governments cannot have money stolen from them." 
Pretty strong stuff, you say? Just the sort of vitriol you'd love to hurl at those scoundrels in Sacramento? 
Well, the trouble is, local leaders are having a hard time reaching agreement on their unity statement. 
On Tuesday, El Cajon signed on to the declaration, after softening some of its sharper edges. In the El 
Cajon version, "confiscate" becomes "transfer," and "stolen" becomes "taken." 
It definitely loses something in the translation, said El Cajon City Councilman Mark Lewis. 
"To tell you the truth, I think it's . . . well, I think it's dumb," Lewis said. 
In neighboring La Mesa, Mayor Art Madrid spent four hours drafting his own version of the declaration, 
deleting what he considered offensive language in the original. 
"I've had enough of all this finger pointing," Madrid said. "It's like one big daisy chain." 
Up in San Marcos, where local officials have earned a revolutionary badge of honor for battling the state 
over local tax dollars, the city council voted unanimously to adopt the Declaration of Unity. But the 
"People's Republic of San Marcos" may not emerge as a trendsetter. 
Public agencies across the county are poring over the declaration, adding a word here, erasing a phrase 
there. The end result of all this tinkering is mind-bending, with a potential for hundreds of separate unity 
statements. 
We phoned the governor's office to gauge the possible effects of such torrential paper work. 
Kevin Eckery, a spokesman for Gov. Wilson, said he couldn't comment on the Declaration of Unity 
because he hasn't read it. As for the tax revolt, it's having little effect in Sacramento, he said. 
So what's to become of this insurrection of politicians? 
Hard to say. But there may be an opportunity here for all of us to join the revolution. 
It's really easy. Using the original Declaration of Unity as a model, just begin with a "whereas" or two and 
list your gripes. You know, something diplomatic like, "Whereas I'm sick and tired of pouring hard-earned 
money into a bloated, inept bureaucracy . . . " 
Then wrap it up with a perky "Now, therefore, be it resolved, I'm not paying my taxes this year. Yours truly 
. . . " Or something along those lines. 
Hey, if it works for your local politicians, why can't it work for you?  
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