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7% Rate hikes for water set July 5 
220,000 customers face cost rise in Helix area  
Donald Coleman Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: April 24, 1989 
Helix Water District customers are in for more rate increases.  
Effective with bills mailed after July 5, the water commodity charge will increase 7 percent and the base 
charge will rise by 10 percent. District directors approved the new rates last week. 
The base charge will increase from $12.90 to $14.20 bimonthly. The commodity charge will remain 
unchanged for the first 20 units of water, at the rate of 83.9 cents per unit (748 gallons). For 21 units or 
more, the rate will increase to 96.6 cents per unit. Similar increases were levied last year. 
Most of the district's 220,000 customers will feel the increase, because the typical bimonthly bill is for the 
use of 35 units, or 26,180 gallons. The district, one of the largest in the county, supplies water to La 
Mesa, El Cajon, Lemon Grove, Spring Valley and Grossmont-Mount Helix. 
Robert Friedgen, district general manager, said rates will continue to rise over the next several years as 
the district absorbs its share of $600 million in increased expenses for the San Diego County Water 
Authority to improve water-distribution systems by 1996. The water authority is passing on the capital-
improvement costs as surcharges to its 24 member agencies in the county. 
The Helix district's share of the water authority's costs, Friedgen said, amounts to about $600,000 
annually. About half of Helix's rate hike is attributable to increased district operating expenses, he said. 
"It would appear that for the next several years we will be having 7 percent increases in the commodity 
charge," Friedgen said. 
By the time the water authority debt is amortized, however, Southern California water districts also may 
be facing increased costs from the Metropolitan Water District, he said. 
The Metropolitan Water District expects to spend $3 billion on capital-improvement projects through the 
year 2010, Friedgen said. The San Diego County Water Authority gets its supply from the Metropolitan 
Water District. 
Friedgen said Helix directors for the second year in a row held the commodity charge to 83.9 cents for the 
first 20 units, to encourage conservation.  
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