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4 water districts ease restrictions  
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Four of five water districts caught in the grip of a week-old crisis decided yesterday to ease emergency 
restrictions, citing a major conservation effort that has so far narrowly averted a water shutdown in East 
and South County.  
Otay Water District declined to join the other four, saying the situation for the more than 100,000 
customers its serves remains critical.  
Mandatory cutbacks in water use were relaxed somewhat in the Padre Dam Municipal Water District and 
the Helix, Riverview and Lakeside water districts, which together serve a large portion of East County.  
Under the changes outlined by officials, homeowners and businesses will be allowed a one-time watering 
of lawns, trees, plants and landscaping either today or tomorrow. Watering will be permitted from 5 p.m. 
to 8 a.m.  
Under the Stage 4 water emergency that went into effect last Friday when a major pipeline ruptured, all 
outdoor watering is prohibited. The full force of the restrictions will go back into effect after 8 a.m. on 
Sunday.  
"We based our decision on the fact that we've been able to supply sufficient amounts of water and people 
have done such a fantastic job in responding to this emergency," said Bob Friedgen, general manager of 
Helix Water District, which serves La Mesa, part of Spring Valley, Lemon Grove and El Cajon.  
The same one-day watering option applies to residents of the Padre Dam Municipal Water District, which 
serves Santee, Alpine, Crest, Dehesa, Harbison Canyon, Blossom Valley and Flinn Springs -- and the 
Lakeside and Riverview districts, which serve the Wintergardens area.  
For customers served by Otay Water District, outdoor watering remains taboo. The district covers 
Hillsdale, Jamul, Southwestern College Estates, Rancho San Diego, El Rancho Del Rey, portions of 
Spring Valley and eastern Chula Vista.  
"Our situation is still just as critical as it was when this whole thing started," said Charles Cassens, a 
district representative. "We're still running about even in supply and demand -- we're right on the line. We 
need to keep our reserves on line in case of fire or a pipeline break."  
There was some relief for residents of Otay Water District yesterday. A fleet of eight water trucks donated 
by construction companies drove through neighborhoods in the 128-square-mile district distributing water 
for parched plants and shrubs. The trucks will dispense water throughout the weekend.  
While district officials struggled to accommodate their customers, crews worked feverishly yesterday to 
repair the broken pipeline that, until Friday, carried 70 million gallons of water each day to more than 
400,000 residents of East and South County. The area is surviving on surplus storage and about 30 
million gallons of water daily from Lake Jennings, near Lakeside.  
Welders continued working yesterday on two sections of pipe, one of which began leaking last Friday, 
touching off the county's first Stage Four water emergency. Engineers, who on Monday walked several 
miles inside the pipeline that runs through Scripps Ranch, discovered corrosion in a 24-foot section 
adjacent to the 20-foot section that ruptured earlier.  
Workers will be at the site today and tomorrow to install steel reinforcement bars and pour concrete, 
according to Jim Melton, spokesman for the San Diego County Water Authority, which owns the pipe.  
The pipeline is expected to be back in full operation by Tuesday, according to Ergun Bakall, chief 
engineer for the CWA.  
"The repairs are going well, but there's a lot of work to do in a very short period of time," Bakall said.  



Officials describe public compliance with the Stage Four restrictions as nothing short of unbelievable. 
Water consumption in the affected areas has generally been cut in half, and by more than two-thirds in 
some areas.  
Nonetheless, the county's water czars are bracing for the weekend and what may be the breaking point in 
the conservation effort.  
"There is some concern here, of course, about increased water use over the weekend," said Keith 
Lewinger, general manager of Otay Water District where consumption is down about 53 percent.  
"At this point, we're getting as much water as there is demand for, but if the demand goes up dramatically, 
we won't have enough. It's as simple as that."  
Prior to yesterday's announced easing of restrictions in four of the five districts affected by the water 
crisis, Melton commented, "There's no reason to panic. But we simply do not have enough water for any 
outside watering.  
"We're living on the edge here," Melton said. "We in the water business always like to have a cushion. 
Right now, we don't have that cushion."  
Russell Dowers, general manager of Padre Water District, expressed similar concern.  
"Frankly, the weekend has us a little worried," Dowers said. "And if the weather warms up anymore, we're 
likely to have a problem on our hands."  
Temperatures are expected to reach into the 90s in some areas of East County today, with continued 
warming tomorrow, according to reports from the National Weather Service.  
News of the one-day watering option was welcome at Daylilies for Tomorrow, a specialty nursery in El 
Cajon that stocks 6,000 plants.  
"This whole thing has been really hard on us," said Don Hardgrove, co-owner of the nursery.  
"We've seen a drop in customers, of course, because there's no sense buying a plant if you can't water 
the darn thing. And some of these little babies -- the ones just getting started -- they need a drink more 
often than you'd think."  
Water districts affected by pipe break:  
1. The Helix Water District serves La Mesa, Spring Valley, Lemon Grove and El Cajon. It also supplies 
water to Padre Dam and Otay water districts.  
2. The Padre district serves Santee, Alpine, Harbison Canyon, Dehesa and Crest. The smaller Lakeside 
and Riverview districts also serve customers in this area.  
3. The Otay district serves customers in eastern Chula Vista, Otay Mesa, south Spring Valley, Rancho 
San Diego, La Presa, El Cajon and Jamul. (B-3:1,4)  
SOURCE: San Diego County Water Authority.  
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