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$37 million trolley grant OK'd 
Federal funds to finance line to El Cajon  
Anne Krueger Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: September 4, 1986 
Federal transit officials said today they have agreed to provide $37.4 million now for construction of an 11-mile 
trolley line between Southeast San Diego and El Cajon and will release another $13.5 for the project later.  
The money, when matched with state and local money, is enough to pay for construction of the entire line to El 
Cajon, said James S. Mills, head of the Metropolitan Transit Development Board. 
"It's been a long, long effort, a long campaign," Mills said, adding that San Diego trolley proponents had to 
compete for federal money with numerous other transit projects across the country. 
"They always thought it was better than the others. Now the money is coming through," he said. 
Officials of MTDB, which wants to build the trolley line, hope to begin construction by November. Mills said the 
line could be completed in 1989. 
Federal funding for the trolley extension has been held up for more than two years as federal transit officials have 
reviewed required environmental reports. 
Congress appropriated $8.3 million for the trolley in 1984, $3 million in 1985 and $9.3 million this year, but the 
federal Urban Mass Transportation Administration refused to allocate any federal money until the environmental 
study was completed. 
The agency tentatively approved the environmental report in March, after MTDB officials promised the trolley 
extension could be built without more federal money later. 
To receive the federal money, local officials must sign a contract agreeing not to request more funds. 
Ralph Stanley, administrator of the federal transit agency, and Rep. Bill Lowery, R-San Diego, scheduled a news 
conference today to announce the federal agency's intention to award the money. 
A spokeswoman for the federal transit administration said officials of the two agencies are still working on details 
of the contract, and no time has been set for the signing. 
"Our lawyers are talking to their lawyers," she said. 
The initial trolley line from downtown San Diego to San Ysidro was built without federal funds in 1981. The $33.6 
million, 4.5-mile line from downtown to Euclid Avenue in Southeast San Diego opened in March, financed by state 
and local money and a swap of federal transit money with Los Angeles and Orange counties. 
The local transit board proposed to build the $87.5 million extension to El Cajon with $20.6 million in federal 
discretionary transit money, $30.9 million in federal block grant money, $25.9 million from the state and $10.1 
million raised locally. 
The $37.4 million allocation agreed to today is a mix of federal discretionary transit money and other federal 
money. 
For a time, matching state money for the project appeared to be in danger. In June, Gov. Deukmejian vetoed $8 
million for the trolley. 
Trolley officials needed $2.7 million to complete the match for federal funds, and had asked for $5.3 million for 
project enhancements -- in particular, double-tracking for the line. 
The state Transportation Commission agreed last week to fund $2.7 million because the commission had a $9.4 
million holdover from its budget last year. Trolley officials said they could delay work on building double tracks. 
La Mesa Mayor Fred Nagel, a member of the local transit board, said his city has focused its downtown 
development plans around the future trolley line. 
"The citizens of La Mesa are going to be very pleased," Nagel said. "We've had ongoing negotiations with 
developers for a downtown project. It involves the trolley very much in the project."  
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