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3 candidates joust, but only 2 will win  
Carmen Valencia Staff Writer   
Published: October 27, 1988 
Three candidates, including two incumbents, are vying for two City Council seats on the November ballot 
in a race that has increasingly focused on personalities instead of issues.  
The challenger, Jay LaSuer, has received the backing of three other council members. As a result, the 
race has brought to the surface a rift between Mayor Fred Nagel, who backs LaSuer, and incumbent Art 
Madrid, who has apparently been targeted for defeat. 
Madrid, 54, and incumbent Jerri Lopez, 59, both seek re-election to third terms on the council, a post that 
pays $578 a month. Besides LaSuer's, Lopez has received endorsements from Nagel, Vice Mayor Ernest 
Ewin and Councilman Ed Senechal. 
LaSuer, 48, who heads the sheriff's substation in Poway, is a newcomer to city politics, but he has 
managed to rack up endorsements from council members, the La Mesa Police Officers Association and 
state Sen. Jim Ellis. 
Although LaSuer has no formal experience in city government, he said he is familiar with the 
governmental process since he works with the Poway City Council in his role as head of the sheriff's 
station there. 
"I'm familiar with the council type of government," said LaSuer, a 13-year resident of La Mesa. He said his 
activities in the community include working with soccer and softball teams. 
LaSuer said he plans to spend $10,000 to $12,000 on his campaign, and that he had been thinking about 
running for a council seat for the past two years. 
"I see a lot of problems with a lot of things going on," he said. "Everybody is not tickled to death with 
what's going on. We need some fresh ideas. Quite frankly, I think I can do a better job than people 
already there." 
He said one proposal he will push for is to hire additional firefighters and police officers. "Public safety has 
to keep up with the population," he said. 
LaSuer asserted that he is not targeting Madrid for defeat. 
"I have no problem with Art Madrid," he said. "If Art and I are elected, Art and I would work together. If 
Jerri and I are elected, then Jerri and I would work together." 
However, Mayor Nagel said he is targeting Madrid for defeat. 
"I feel personally LaSuer will be a much better city councilman than Mr. Madrid," Nagel said. "There's an 
obvious feeling for change by the voters. The choice is very clear: Mr. LaSuer." 
Madrid said he is not concerned by the three council members' endorsements of LaSuer, saying that "this 
is a free country. The citizens of this community elect council members." 
Madrid said, "The biggest mistake being perpetrated on the public is the one of trying to stack the council. 
It's really unfortunate the campaign is dealing with personalities. I am extremely confident La Mesans can 
discern between political games being played and who has been there when they needed someone -- 
and I have." 
Madrid said he disagrees with Nagel's assertion that he is not a team player. "What he doesn't want is an 
independent view," Madrid said. "I'm looking at what's in the best interests of the citizens of La Mesa. If he 
can't live with that, then that's his problem." 
Nagel denied that his backing of LaSuer was an attempt to stack the council and branded the allegation a 
"weak and feeble attempt by a candidate to draw attention away from himself." 
Madrid was appointed to the council in 1981 and ran for the seat in 1984. He has served on several 
committees, including the La Mesa Human Relations Commission in 1978; several advisory committees 
in the Grossmont Union High School District; and on the board of directors of several countywide 
organizations. 
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The 30-year resident said he plans to spend $12,000 to $15,000 on his campaign. Madrid said he seeks 
a third term because he has "made significant positive contributions to the community and brought the 
involvement to the political arena. I want to continue to do that." 
He said several issues he would like to work on include increasing sources of revenue in the city, 
redevelopment in the West Central area and adding police officers to fight increasing crime in the city. 
Lopez, the first woman to be elected to the La Mesa council, said she seeks a third term because she 
feels she "makes an indispensable contribution to the council. I think my presence is needed." 
Lopez was the top vote-getter of 11 candidates in 1980, and won re-election in 1984. Before being 
elected to the council, she served on the Planning Commission for 2 1/2 years. 
Lopez said he plans to raise about $12,000 for her campaign. She said she would like to see several 
programs through to completion, including the proposed La Mesa Village Plaza project and several 
redevelopment projects on Fletcher Parkway. 
In addition, Lopez plans to search for ways to increase revenues in the city. "We do have to address the 
issue of revenue enhancement and at the same time deal with the issue of restrained growth," she said.  
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