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The following overview represents compliance with AB 1234 regarding my March13-17
Washington,'D.C., trip to the National League of Cities Congressional Cities Conference.

First, in all of my travels to various NLC, U.S. Conferences of Mayors, or other conferences,
there has never been such a collection of the Presidential Cabinet Members to address the
conferees. Those present were the Secretaries of Housing and Urban Development, Education,
Commerce and Agriculture. Also present were the Administrator of the Small Business
Administration, the White House Director of Urban Affairs, and the Director of Intergovernmental
affairs for the Department of Labor; each presented a status report on the activities of their
respective agencies as they relate to local government.

At an event exclusively for the California delegation of local elected officials, Secretary of
Transportation Ray Lal-lood, spoke about the focus on making transportation dollars available to
local governments and the need to address the vehicle miles traveled (VMT), which could be
reduced by a better public transit system. In addition to his other comments, in his closing
remarks asked us to help him address one of his most significant challenges as Secretary, that
of "texting while drMng." He listed the increasing statistic of deaths, mostly by young drivers,
where accidents, were caused by the fatal distraction of texting while driving. He said that he
had called a special meeting for State Governors to ask for their help and now was soliciting our
support and help as well.

NLC President Ron Loveridge, Mayor of Riverside, and Senior Correspondent for PBS
NewsHour, Judy Woodruff were keynote speakers during the Opening General Session. Their
comments stressed the importance of local and regional governments and their impact on the
national economy; 85 percent of all jobs in the United States are in urban and regional areas.

In addition, I attended the following workshops: "Cities and Climate Change: the Outlook After'
Copenhagen;" "New Paths and Partnerships in Public Safety." "Health and Wellness:
Prescriptions for Healthier Cities;'; "The New Normal: Leading into the New Future." And as a
member of the NLC's Energy, Environment and Natural Resources, (EENR) Policy and
Advocacy Steering Committee, I participated in all of our committee meetings.

The most beneficial aspect of this or any other National Conference is the networking with peers
from other regions of the country who face the same challenges we do and discussing our best
practices in addressing our challenges.


