
U.S. CONFERENCEOFMAYORSWATERCOUNCIL MEETING

Abstract

On April 11 and 12, I attended the U.S. Conference of Mayo'rsWater
Council meeting in Indianapolis. In attendance were ninety percent of
the thirty-one Mayor's Water Council Committee members.

The topics varied from the history of the Chlorination of U.S. Drinking
Water to: Agricultural Production, Food Supply, Natural Resources and
Growing Population; Modernizing Water and Wastewater
Infrastructure; Expanded Capacity, Treat CSO's, combined sewer
overflows, and improve Effluent Quality in Challenging Economic
Times, and an interesting presentation of Decentralized Wastewater
and Storm water and Urban Water Reuse, the Solaire Concept Project
in New York City.

All presentations were timely to today's need and challenges regarding
every aspect of water and water use. Safe water is the lifeblood of US
Cities; it arrives at our taps through a complex circulation system of
more than one million miles of buried pipe. Just over a century ago,
city residents regularly fell victim to waterborne diseases such as
typhoid and cholera. In 1908, through a series of chlorination trials
first in the Chicago's Union Stockyard and then Boonton Reservoir in
Jersey City, New Jersey transformed US public health forever.

Expanded capacity to treat CSO/SSO'sand improve effluent quality in
challenging economic times is a looming challenge. The most recent
EPAClean Wateshed Needs Survey identifies Combined Sewer
Overflow as the greatest wastestwater treatment needed for the next
twenty years. Over $60 billion has been identified as needed by
municipalities to meet current regulations, Expanding secondary
treatment plant capacity to handle increase flows makes up and
additional $59 billion of need while $45 billion is necessary to met the
requirements for achieving advanced treatment standards.

Item 9 of our 4/24 council meeting is the results of my attending this
meeting and the first step to quantify the economic challenges our city
faces with future wastewater treatment costs.


