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1.      How would you describe your philosophy, not political party identification, on 
the purpose of local government generally, how do you see your role as an elected 
official and what is on your “to do” list? 
Fiscal conservative.  Local government should be responsive to taxpayers’ 
mandates for effective public safety, public works, and quality-of-life local 
programs and services. To do: in the next 4 years, La Mesa will be hiring a 
new City Manager, the only employee of the Council. It is vital that we do 
a thorough search and screen to find the most qualified candidate to 
guide and facilitate La Mesa fiscally in these critical upcoming years.  
  
2.      How will your life, work, education, past and present association experiences, 
civic activities, elected & appointed positions, etc., help you execute the duties of 
your office? 
      36 years in the public sector: as Grossmont College Dean of 
Communication and Fine Arts (2000-2005) I managed over 100 contract 
employees and $4.5 million annual budget under my direct signature. On 
the Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community College District (G-CCCD) Citizens 
Bond Oversight Committee, I helped to direct expenditures in excess of 
$200 million in capital outlay projects. As G-CCCD Director of Grants and 
Contract Instruction, I wrote funded grants and created revenue-
generating programs for the college district (1986-1993). 
     As a business owner in La Mesa Village, I am currently engaged in the 
private sector, in my fourth year as a fine arts dealer. I have also worked 
for private industry as a geologist both domestically and overseas. I 
believe that I have the most extensive background of direct management 
of public funds, and employees, of any candidate in this race.  
     Current memberships: Lincoln Club of San Diego County (assoc.), La 
Mesa Lions Club, La Mesa Village Merchants, City of La Mesa rep to the 
Mission Trails Regional Park CAC, + various arts and science-related 
organizations.  
3.      From what civic or political groups, business leaders or elected officials have 
you now, or expect to, received endorsements or campaign contributions? Do you 
plan to keep an up-to-date list of financial contributors, of $100 or more, readily 



available for the public to view? 
Present La Mesa City Council members Mayor Art Madrid, Vice Mayor 
Ernest Ewin, and Member Dave Allan have endorsed my candidacy, as 
have Gloria Chadwick (Grossmont Healthcare District, Mark Robak (Otay 
Water District), Bill Baber (La Mesa-Spring Valley School District, and 
Mary England (Lemon Grove City Council). A more complete list may be 
found at http://odunnforlamesa.com/contact-shannon-odunn.php. The 
Lincoln Club of San Diego County will announce endorsements at the end 
of this month. I am also interviewing with City of La Mesa employee 
groups. 

  
4.      According to the latest CALPERS Actuarial Valuation La Mesa has a $31 million 
unfunded pension liability that is costing taxpayers about $2.3 million each year in 
interest. What do you plan to do about this and other city financial challenges? 
Would you favor changing to a defined contribution pension plan for all new public 
employees going forward as committed to by Mayor Madrid in 2009? 

My guide is pensiontsunami.com, which has posted excellent guidelines 
for sustainable pensions, addressing years of service, no spiking or add-
ons, employee contributions, percent of final compensation, and age at 
retirement. ‘Sustainable’ is where we need to go.   

  
5.      Describe your view of La Mesa City service priorities should funding sources 
be limited to not cover all you believe should be done. 
Public safety is always first. 

  
6.      What are the biggest challenges facing the La Mesa Village as a viable 
business district and self-sustaining community? Would you propose the City Council 
continue to work with property and business owners to address these challenges? 
How? Is the current PBID proposal the right way or is there another way you would 
propose? We have tried a BID, and now a PBID. I personally worked on the 
PBID effort for almost 2 years, and thought it was a solid effort to move 
the Village into a new realm of business support. We need a focused effort 
on Village identity and promotion, whatever form it takes. The challenge 
is to see one-of-a-kind businesses flourish here; I see the Village as the 
‘third leg’ of retail and commerce within the City, along with the ‘big box’ 
stores on Fletcher Parkway, and Grossmont Center; it will either be a vital 
commercial site and a tax revenue generator for the city, or it will 
languish as a third choice for shoppers + diners.   



  
7.      There is a proposal for a new high rise building in La Mesa. What are your 
thoughts on modifying the current zoning, density and building height rules? 
La Mesa as a city needs to be ready to “shelter in place” financially; the 
feds aren’t going to help, and the state is useless. As a built-out city with 
a lot of pre-Prop. 13 homeowners, we need to look toward redevelopment 
of our assets to expand and stabilize both the property tax base, and sales 
tax revenues, for long term municipal fiscal stability. This may include 
mixed-use development at Grossmont Center, a destination hotel, higher 
buildings in redevelopment zones, etc. I am concerned that we 
opportunize on mass transit/freeway travel corridors rather than flooding 
existing surface streets with too much traffic, when infill and 
redevelopment design projects come to the Council.  

  
8.      Are there any current code or law enforcement or vital service problems that 
need to be addressed immediately? If yes, what are they, will current funding allow 
for this or if more funding is needed, how should they be funded? 
I really think that La Mesa has overall excellence in public safety, public 
works, and community services; maintaining these will be my first mandate. 
The flood control channel north of Bob Stall needs to get cleaned out; this is a 
matter for CalTrans, and I would urge the City to work with that agency 
posthaste to address this public health/safety issue. Our 14 city parks are vital 
for our citizens, and I would support continued efforts by the city to work with 
volunteer groups, and seek grant funding, to keep them open, maintain these 
resources, and enhance amenities. 
  
9.      Is there anything not listed above that you believe should be discussed this 
election season? You have done a comprehensive job of hitting the major 
areas of concern for candidates and voters, and I personally eschew 
nitpicking, especially when overarching issues/concerns are in play, as 
they are in election years. I do think as we come to selecting a new city 
manager, it would be appropriate for the city to take that opportunity to 
listen to city employees regarding potential regional or internal 
realignment of management/services. When I ran 4 years ago, the fire 
fighters were talking about the upcoming opportunity to form a regional 
consortium of existing orgs, with a more cost effective upper 
management structure and cost-sharing on equipment, and they have 
done that. Let’s be looking for these opportunities.   



   
10.  Summarize why someone should vote for you! 
 I am an independent thinker who brings fiscal responsibility and 
problem-solving skills to the table. As a geologist for private industry, I 
have field experience in land development/redevelopment projects, 
including natural and cultural resources, slope stability, drainage, and 
ground water issues. I had years of direct responsibility for managing 
public funds, and public employees, and believe I am the only candidate 
in the race who has. As a business owner in La Mesa, I now have several 
years of dealing in the private sector as well. A La Mesa resident in my 
youth, and continuously since 1990, I am familiar with our schools, our 
city, our history and needs.   

 


